
Go big. 


With Canada’s largest 3G+ network.* 


We’ve got you covered. 

■ 93% of the Canadian population covered - 4x larger than Rogers™ 

■ Your device will never switch to a slower network in Canada 

■ Roam Internationally in over 200 countries 



Coverage areas are approximate as of October 2009. Actual coverage and network service can vary and are subject to change. *Based on Rogers' September 14,2009, public announcement of HSPA+ 
coverage within the cities indicated (using associated census metropolitan areas). tBased on coverage maps made publicly available by Rogers on October 23,2009. tFor HSPA/HSPA+ geographic 
coverage and population covered as of December 2009. **Based on total square kilometres of national HSPA and HSPA+ coverage as of October 2009. TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly 
are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. Rogers is a trademark of Rogers Communications Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2009 TELUS. 
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6 iPhone 3G11 

The fastest, most powerful iPhone yet: 



The iPhone has landed at TELUS. 


And it's 


on Canada's largest 3G+ network: 



iPhone 3G (8GB) 
$ 99 * $599 

3 year term No term 

SAVE $500 


iPhone 3GS (16GB) 
$ 199 ’ $699 

3 year term No term 

SAVE $500 


telusmobility.com/iphone 
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TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 

EDMONTON 

Bonnie Doon Mall 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Northgate Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Centre 
TELUS Plaza North 
West Edmonton Mall 

Downtown 

9915 108A Ave. NW 
11315 104th Ave. 

WEST END 

5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 
14903 118th Ave. 

10429 178th St. 

NORTH 

9624 165th Ave. 

12714 137th Ave. 

13034 50th St. 

SOUTH 

5912 104th St. 

10309 34th Ave. 

5926 99th St. 

8708 51st Ave. 

4515 Gateway Blvd. 

Fort Saskatchewan 

9542 86th Ave. 

9914 103rd St. 

Leduc 

112-5906 50th St. 

5205 50th Ave. 

Sherwood Park 

Sherwood Park Mall 

162-26 Strathmoor Dr. 
(Road King) 

Spruce Grove 

Westland Market Mall 
30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 

St. Albert 

St. Albert Centre 
30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 

20 Muir Dr. 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 


Offers available until December 31,2009, unless otherwise stated. Phone availability and prices may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. *Up to 2x faster compared with iPhone 3G. tFor HSPA/HSPA+ geographic coverage and population covered as of December 2009. ^Available for clients (new and renewal) who activate with 
a smartphone voice and data rate plan of $50 or greater. TELUS reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without advance notice. Some applications are not available in all areas. Application availability and pricing are subject to change. TELUS, the TELUS logo, the future is friendly and telusmobility.com are 
trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. Mac and Mac OS are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. TM & © 2009 Apple Inc. All rights reserved. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. ©2009 TELUS. 

















In 77me for 

Cfirfsfmai 


A Musical Production 


Sunday, December 20 - 3:00 & 5:00 pm 
Thursday, December 24 - 4:00 & 6:00 pm 


Free Admission 
Mill Woods Assembly, 2225 66 Street 
www.mwpa.com • 780-462-1515 


Man charged 
in stabbing at 
rooming house 

death One man is facing 
charges following the ap¬ 
parent stabbing death of a 
man in a rooming house 
located in a dodgy down¬ 
town area early yesterday 
morning. 

Police were called to the 
building on 96 Street and 
105A Avenue around 12:15 
a.m. where a 29-year-old 
man was suffering from 
stab wounds. 

Officials said although 
officers arrived within 
minutes of the call, the 
victim died at the scene. 

Several people were in 
the home at the time of 
the homicide and were 
taken in for questioning. 

Shawn Alex Livingstone, 
32, has been charged with 
second-degree murder and 
possession of a weapon in 
relation to the stabbing. 

He is expected to appear 
in court this morning. 

An autopsy is also sched¬ 
uled for this morning. 
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What’s this 
barcode for? 

Learn how to scan 
the barcode with 
the instructions at 
the top of pg 3 
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Saddle up 
with this dish 



On the web 


Visit metronews.ca 
for news updates 


HARRY HODGE 

harry.hodge@metronews.ca 


The Michael Ignatieff 
whirlwind blew through 
town yesterday, but the 
Liberal leader didn’t mince 
words during a brief inter¬ 
action with local media. 

After speaking to faith 
groups at the Robertson- 
Wesley United Church 
downtown, Ignatieff com¬ 
mented on Canada’s role 
at this week’s environmen¬ 
tal summit in Copen¬ 
hagen, Afghan detainees 
and provincial politics be¬ 
fore jetting off to a recep¬ 
tion at the Petroleum Club. 


“A federal leader, especially a Liberal 
leader, has to watch what he says in 
Alberta about provincial politics.” 

Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff 


The fact that a bogus an¬ 
nouncement was put out 
earlier in the day by an en¬ 
vironmental group stating 
the Canadian government 
had a new climate change 
plan only highlighted what 
Ignatieff denounced as a 
federal government with 
no clue on how to deal 
with pollution matters. 

“(The Tories) are playing 
games with the Canadian 
public,” he said. “They’ve 


got no plan at all.” 

Another hot-button issue 
for Ignatieff and the feder¬ 
al Liberals of late involves 
records involving Canadi¬ 
an-transferred Afghan de¬ 
tainees. The party has 
claimed that the Tories and 
Defence Minister Peter 
MacKay are keeping these 
documents buried in order 
to avoid scrutiny by parlia¬ 
mentarians and the gener¬ 
al public. 


Every minute of 
every day, someone 
needs blood. 

Please call 

1 888 2 DONATE ext.222 


Canadian Blood Services 

it's in you to give 


Power back 
on in 250 
homes after 
overnight 
blackout 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@metronews.ca 


Hundreds of Edmontoni¬ 
ans had power restored 
yesterday morning, after 
an underground cable rup¬ 
tured on another record- 
breaking night for cold 
temperatures. 

Roughly 250 customers 
between 10 and 34 
avenues and 66 and 91 
streets were without pow¬ 
er between 7 p.m. Sunday 
to 7 a.m. yesterday. 

“It was ob¬ 


Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff speaks to the media yesterday at the Robertson-Wesley United Church at 10209 — 123 St. 

Speaking liberally 

Ignatieff sounds off on Copenhagen, detainees in city visit 


“It's just 
awful 
being 
without 


when the 
weather 
is so bad.” 

Mike 


Epcor 


“It’s time for them to ex¬ 
plain what they’ve been 
doing (with those 
records),” Ignatieff said. 

During his brief face 
time with reporters, Ignati¬ 
eff was wary to steer clear 
of venturing opinions on 
politics within the 
province. 

“A federal leader, espe¬ 
cially a Liberal leader, has 
to watch what he says in 
Alberta about provincial 
politics,” he said. “There is 
obviously change going on 
in the Alberta political 
scene. 

“It seems to be a good 
thing, having more compe¬ 
tition.” 


viously an 
awful expe¬ 
rience for 
our 

customers 
and it’s just 
awful being power 
without 
power when 
the weather 
is so bad,” 

Epcor 
spokesman 
Mike Gibbs Gibbs, 
said. 

“We’d like 
to thank our customers for 
their patience and apolo¬ 
gize for the 
inconvenience.” 

Though Epcor officials 
say extreme weather was¬ 
n’t the initial cause of the 
problems, crews worked 
tirelessly in temperatures 
as low as -32 C. 

A series of technical 
problems caused an under¬ 
ground cable to fault, 

Gibbs added. “Our crews 
were working non-stop for 
12 hours. It was obviously 
a very challenging experi¬ 
ence for them.” 

Gibbs said officials are 
reviewing the incident to 
prevent similar situations 
from occurring. 


The 

Healthy Retirement 

Group Inc. 


is an independent broker for 

Rogers 

OIL & GAS INC 



HIGH YIELD OIL INVESTMENTS 

Direct participation in successful developmental drilling programs in the 
Bakken. Direct ownership in large pools across SE Sask. Clean light sweet 
Cdn crude. Min $5,000,100% Tax Deductable, RSP Options. 

This advertisement and information contained within, does not constitute an offer or solicitation tn purchase nr sell securities. Suclt an nffer can only be made by way nf Offering 
Memnrandum. All investments invnlve snme degree nf risk. Please consult a financial prnfessinnal. 


r 


Almost sold out! 


Call Jason @ 


403 - 973-7787 

invest@healthyretirement.ca 


Free Daily News Group Inc., operating as Metro Edmonton. 10123 -99 Street NW Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3H1. Publisher: Steve Shrout 




































Now available at 

O ROGERS 


Capture life as it happens 


ont 

ranada 


NOKIA 


with the Nokia N86 8MP. 

Life is an exciting journey, especially with the Nokia N86 8MP. With Nokia's exclusive 
Ovi Maps and GPS, you can plan virtually every twist and turn in the road. And you 
can hang on to every moment with its award winning 8 megapixel camera. You 
can even share updates on Facebook along the way. From cool apps to 3D maps, the 
Nokia N86 8MP is full of life. 


Go to ovi.com to discover new apps, 
maps, and more for your Nokia phone. 


NOKIA 

Connecting People 


© 2009 Nokia. All rights reserved. Nokia, NSeries, N86, Nokia Connecting People and Ovi are trademarks or registered trademarks of Nokia Corporation. 

™Rogers & Mobius design are trademarks of Rogers Communications Inc. 

Downloading of applications, maps, games, musicand videosand uploading of images and videos involves transferring large amounts of data. Your service provider may chargefor the data transmission. Contact yourservice provider for information 
about data transmission charges. The availability and accuracy of GPS location services are dependent on wireless networks, satellite systems, and the agency receiving the information. It may not function in all areas or at all times. You should never rely solely 
on GPS products for essential communications like emergencies. Wireless service is required to use many features. Some networks have limitations that affect how you can use this device. Contact your serviceprovider about feature support and availability. 
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Local 


Muse, Silversun Pickups to hit city 

Chart-topping bands Muse, left, and Silversun Pickups are set to hit Edmonton in 2010 . The 
two will take the Rexall Place stage on March 29 . Ticket presales start Thursday, and general 
public sales start Saturday through Ticketmaster. metro edmonton 
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2009 Festival of Media Awards 


Edmonton tweets 

• @ Chamroung 
Whaaa saw 
someone V f 
waiting for* 
the bus with 
no coat and 
was wearing a t- 

shirt crazy! These "cool” 
kids are trotting a line here. 
#yeg 

• @ ZombieRee Muse in 
#yeg? Tempting, very very 
tempting... 

• @ roland weapon let's 
talk pitchfork list: smith 
westerns “be my girl" is on 
the wrong side of the top 
100. it's a top five song this 
year 


metr©news.ca 

WHAT’S ONLINE TODAY 


Play online games at 
metronews.ca/play 
Video Police and search 
crew members attend the fu¬ 
neral of a Nova Scotia boy 
who died after getting lost in 
the woods at metronews.ca/ 
Canada 

Your Money Allan Small 
offers a look at 
what 2010 may 
hold for investors | 
at metronews.ca/ 
investing 


Follow Metro on 
Twitter for news 
updates and more: 
Ji @ metro edmonton 


ADVERTISE TODAY! 

1 888 91 metro (63876) 



‘We’re ready and waiting’ 

City bracing for legal battle to keep elephant in zoo: Lawyer 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria. handysidesQ metronews.ca 


The city's legal 
department is preparing 
for a courtroom battle to 
keep Lucy the elephant in 
Edmonton following con¬ 
tinued lawsuit threats by 
an animal-rights group 
yesterday. 

“We’re ready and wait¬ 
ing,” City of Edmonton 
lawyer Steven Phipps said. 
“No one wants to encourage 
litigation, but we’re confi¬ 
dent in our position.” 

Zoocheclc Canada repre¬ 
sentatives claim the city 
hasn’t provided substantial 
proof the aging Asian ele¬ 
phant is too sick to be 


Premier answers 
your questions 

initiative Burning 
questions posed to the pre¬ 
mier have been answered 
by the man himself, with a 
promise more responses 
on hot topics will be 
revealed as the week pro¬ 
gresses. 

The Ask Premier Ed ini¬ 
tiative was launched in 
late November, asking Al¬ 
bertans to submit 
questions to be answered 
by Ed Stelmach himself. 

Over 400 questions have 
been submitted, and 
answers will come in cate¬ 
gories such as energy and 
environment, which was 
posted yesterday. 

The video responses will 
be available until Friday at 
premier.alberta.ca/askpre 
mier and on YouTube. 

VICTORIA HANDYSIDES/ 
METRO EDMONTON 


“If they (Zoocheck) 
proceed with legal 
action, we would 
respond to protect 
Lucy" 

Steven Phipps, 
city lawyer 

moved to a California 
wildlife sanctuary, and say 
the group’s lawyers are 
preparing a lawsuit. 

Since initial requests 
from the group were made, 
city officials have stood firm 
in their position that a 
move could potentially kill 
Lucy and she’ll receive the 
best veterinary treatment 
in Edmonton. 


“We’ve provided them 
with everything of sub¬ 
stance,” Phipps said, adding 
all information on Lucy’s in¬ 
dependent exam and health 
plan has been made avail¬ 
able to the group and is 
available to the public on¬ 
line. 

Threats from Zoocheclc 
come as no surprise to city 
officials, Phipps said, as rep¬ 
resentatives have been 
warning of legal action 
since October, after former 
The Price is Right host Bob 
Barker visited Edmonton on 
a failed mission to free Lucy 
from the Valley Zoo. 

Spokeswoman Julie 
Woodyear said the lawsuit 
will contend the city is vio¬ 
lating Alberta’s Animal Pro¬ 


tection Act by keeping a so¬ 
cial animal in solitary con¬ 
finement, away from other 
elephants. 

“We are confident with 
our position. If they pro¬ 
ceed with legal action, we 
would respond to protect 
Lucy,” Phipps said. 

Lucy recently began a 
health regimen of diet and 
exercise to combat her 
chronic health issues, fol¬ 
lowing the advice in a re¬ 
port by a veterinary consult¬ 
ant in San Diego. 

Zoo officials reported last 
week the 34-year-old ele¬ 
phant has lost 400 pounds 
in the month since the plan 
was implemented. 

WITH FILES FROM 
THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Alberta open 
to possibility 
of nuclear 
power plants 

energy Alberta’s energy 
minister says the province 
is open for business for nu¬ 
clear power plants. 

Mel Knight said the gov¬ 
ernment will look at pro¬ 
posed nuclear power 
plants on a case-by-case ba¬ 
sis, but it will not help 
fund them or promise to 
buy the energy. 

Knight’s announcement 
capped a lengthy consulta¬ 
tion and review of 
whether Alberta should go 
nuclear or ban it, as some 
other provinces have 
done. 

He has also released a 
phone survey that 
indicates Albertans have 
concerns over the safety 
and health risks of nuclear 
power, but two-thirds of 
those questioned felt it’s 
worthwhile to at least look 
at proposals. 

Bruce Power of Ontario 
has been looking at build¬ 
ing a nuclear plant near 
Peace River in northwest¬ 
ern Alberta, but has not 
made a formal application 
to federal regulators. 

Spokesman Steve 
Cannon said Bruce Power 
will seriously consider 
making a formal proposal 
for a site licence now that 
it knows the province is 
open to the idea. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Scan this barcode for more Local 
news on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 

the instructions at the top of this page 


M.E. LaZerte Christmas bash 



Kyle Castor, 7, gets his face painted by student volunteer Sally Nsier, 17, yesterday at the M.E. LaZ¬ 
erte High School’s Christmas party for inner-city schools. 
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Counterfeit bills seized by Morinville RCMP 

Morinville RCMP seized several counterfeit bills from local businesses. The RCMP is reminding all to be vigilant during 
this festive season to ensure they adhere to their policies when it comes to fighting counterfeiting, metro edmonton 


Man barely survives dangerous train ride 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysidesQmetronews.ca 


A 29-year-old train-hopper 
is lucky to be alive after he 
hitched a ride and nearly 
froze to death Friday morn¬ 
ing, Mo unties said yester¬ 
day. 


The Edmonton man 
hopped on a slow-moving 
train in Wetaskiwin around 
3 a.m., with the intentions 
of hopping off in a few 
blocks. The train started 
moving faster, making it 
impossible for the drunken 
man to jump off. When he 
realized he was slipping in¬ 


to hypothermia, he called 
police on his cellphone. 

“He was extremely lucky 
to have that phone with 
him,” Southern Alberta 
RCMP Sgt. Patrick Webb 
said, adding Mounties, CP 
and CN Rail, EMS and emer¬ 
gency line operators began 
a co-ordinated effort to lo¬ 


cate the man. “He came 
very, very close to such seri¬ 
ous condition that he could 
have died.” 

Officials eventually nar¬ 
rowed their search down to 
two trains, one near Blaclc- 
falds, the other near Pono- 
lca. Police listened for the 
sounds of train whistles 


through the man’s cell¬ 
phone to identify which 
one he was on. 

Mounties waded through 
snowdrifts, searching 40 
cars for the victim, who 
had become so incapacitat¬ 
ed, he couldn’t call out to 
rescuers. 

When he was eventually 


found and treated, para¬ 
medics determined his core 
temperature was 32 C, a 
stage of advanced hypother¬ 
mia at which internal or¬ 
gans shut down. 

CP Rail spokesman Mike 
LoVeccio confirmed yester¬ 
day the 29-year-old man is 
facing trespassing charges. 


Savings you’ve 
been wishing for 


fidow 

Giving low prices a good home. 


CityFido 

2,000 


> Unlimited text 2 

> No System Access Fees 





Fido Cares 


1. We give you FidoDollars™ so you can get your 
next phone for less. 

2. Text messages to warn you before you exceed your plan 

3. No System Access Fees 


With 3-year Fido Agreement 
and Data add-on 


4. No term contract necessary 


Use your minutes anywhere within your CityFido zone. Long distance charges may apply. 


Switch now! Shop fido.ca Drop by a store or call 1-866-301-3436 

Offers subject to change without notice. 1. Local airtime minutes within your CityFido zone only; additional local in-zone minutes and airtime used for calls made and received outside your CityFido zone cost 
35p per minute. Long distance charges may apply and are determined based on your local calling area, not your CityFido zone; visit fido.ca/callingareas. 2. Includes text messages sent from Canada to a Canadian 
wireless number; text messages received from another mobile phone are free. Charges apply for premium text messages (alerts, messages related to content, contests and promotions). 3. A one-time Activation 
Fee of $35 per line applies. Additional airtime, long-distance, roaming, data, add-ons, provincial 9-1 -1 fees (if applicable) and taxes are extra and billed monthly. Device price shown valid with new activation on 
a Fido Agreement, early cancellation fees apply. 4. Offer available from December 10, 2009 to December 31,2009. Valid on new activations with a 2 or 3-year Fido Agreement. A credit for the entire amount of 
the $35 Activation Fee will appear on your first invoice. ™Fido & design, Giving low prices a good home, CityFido and FidoDollars are trademarks of Fido Solutions Inc. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion®, 
SureType®, SurePress™ and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Used under license 
from Research In Motion Limited. All other brand names and logos are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2009 Fido Solutions Inc. 
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Police probe 
stabbing of 
3 women 

VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides(ametronews.ca 


women Police are investi¬ 
gating after three women 
were stabbed in a south- 
side home early yesterday 
morning. 

Police were called to a 
house at 55 Avenue and 
113A Street around 4:15 
a.m., where they found 
the three injured women, 
all in their mid- to late-20s. 

Police said two of the 
women remained in hospi¬ 
tal yesterday afternoon, 
one in critical condition, 
the other in serious but 
stable condition. 

The third woman 
suffered minor injuries 
and remains in police cus¬ 
tody. 

Police say though no 
charges have been laid, 
they’re not looking for any 
other suspects. 


Students talk to 
minister about 
tuition increases 

CANDICE WARD 

for Metro Edmonton 


Pre-emptive measures were 
taken yesterday to try and 
keep some money in 
students’ pockets for the 
next few years. 

The Council of Alberta 
University Students (CAUS) 
had their annual meeting 
with Minister of Advance 
Education Doug Homer 
yesterday to discuss the 
possibility of any tuition in¬ 
creases over the next year. 

“We maintain that insti¬ 
tutions don’t need to be 
looking at increased levels 
of tuition at this point in 
time,” said Beverly 
Eastham, CAUS chair and U 
of A student union vice- 
president external. 

CAUS requested that the 
minister refuse any propos¬ 
al made by institutions to 
increase tuition beyond 
level of inflation. 

Alberta has the third- 
highest tuition out of all 
the provinces in Canada, so 
CAUS is asking the Alberta 
government to maintain 
the current tuition fees. 





























Available at 


Walmart 

Save money. Live better. 




The old train wheel 
on the left is warped. 
However, the axle does 
create an interesting 
pattern when rolled 
on a flat surface. 
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The satisfying, infuriating, satisfying again puzzle-solving game. 
Over 150 puzzles and brainteasers. Countless reactions. 


NINTENDOp^^ © 


From playing games to just playing around, the Nintendo DSi™ does it all. 
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Nintendo DSi Camera Nintendo DSi Sound" Nintendo DSi Shop" 



DS Download Play" 



PictoChat™ 
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Alcohol Reference 
Mild Violence 




Game and system sold separately. 

*Wireless broadband access required. For more info, go to Nintendo.com 
**Nintendo DSi compatible only with AAC files. 

© 2009 LEVEL-5 Inc. Nintendo DS logo is a trademark of Nintendo. © 2009 Nintendo. 
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Police cleared in Cape Breton man’s death 

The RCMP says an investigation into the police shooting death of a Cape Breton man last year has found no wrongdoing. John Simon 
died after he was shot by an RCMP officer at a home on the Wagmatcook First Nation reserve on Dec. 2, 2008. the Canadian press 


Canada 



Liberal big wig aims for mayor gig 

The national director of the federal Liberal party has put his name on the ballot for 
the Toronto mayoralty race in October 2010. Rocco Rossi, left, has already resigned 
as the party’s top administrator and fundraiser, effective Dec. 31. In announcing his 
candidacy yesterday outside Toronto City Hall, Rossi spoke in Spanish, French, Ital¬ 
ian and English to declare: “I’m big, I’m bald and I’ve got bold ideas for the city.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Asbestos lobby gets federal funds 


Group denies claims that it supports climate-change skepticism 



Ottawa has been funding 
an asbestos lobby group 
that promotes the work of 
prominent climate-change 
skeptics. 

The revelation comes as 
Canada’s delegation strug¬ 
gles to avoid being cast as 
the villain at the Copen¬ 
hagen climate conference, 


and environmentalists are 
urging the government to 
stop financing the group. 

On its website, the 
Chrysotile Institute pro¬ 
motes a chapter that it says 
debunks the asbestos 
health-risk hoax from the 
2007 book titled Scared to 
Death — From BSE to Glob¬ 
al Warming: Why Scares 
Are Costing Us the Earth. 

But Chrysotile Institute 
president Clement Godbout 


Sierra Club’s take 


• The Sierra Club of Canada 
now urges the government to 
stop funding the Chrysotile In¬ 
stitute, which has received 
more than $20 million from 


says his organization actual¬ 
ly has no position about the 
book’s chapter on climate 
change. 


the federal government since 
1984. It says Canadian taxpay¬ 
ers are financing an organiza¬ 
tion that promotes bad science 
about the dangers of asbestos. 


He says his group is only 
promoting the book for out¬ 
lining how the science of as¬ 
bestos, and its potential 


health risks, have been sys¬ 
tematically exaggerated by 
the “anti-asbestos lobby.” 

The book was written by 
prominent British newspa¬ 
per columnist Christopher 
Booker and co-author 
Richard North. 

Ottawa has been fre¬ 
quently knocked by oppo¬ 
nents for cutting cash to or¬ 
ganizations that believe in 
fighting climate change. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Canadian diplomat 
allegedly spat at cop 


Tanzania A Canadian diplo¬ 
mat has been called home 
from Tanzania after al¬ 
legedly spitting at a police 
officer. 

Tanzania’s foreign minis¬ 
ter identified Jean Touchat- 
te, a private secretary at the 
Canadian 

High Com « w egret the 

mission, as “ “ * 

the official in- incident that took 

volved in the place” 

Dec. 9 inci- , * . . 

dent. High Commissioner 

TheTanzan- Robert Orr 
ian govern¬ 
ment said Touchatte spat at 
the policeman during a 
traffic jam in the Indian 
Ocean city of Dar es 
Salaam. 

He was questioned by po¬ 
lice but later released be¬ 
cause of diplomatic immu¬ 
nity. 

Media outlets also report¬ 
ed that he spat at a journal¬ 


ist who attempted to inter¬ 
view him at the police sta¬ 
tion. 

“We regret the incident 
that took place,” High Com¬ 
missioner Robert Orr said 
in a statement late Sunday. 

On Monday, the Depart- 
ment of For¬ 
eign Affairs 
said Canada’s 
“excellent bi¬ 
lateral rela¬ 
tions” with 
the East 
African coun¬ 
try remain in 

tact. 

“It is important to reiter¬ 
ate that Canadian employ¬ 
ees posted abroad are held 
to a high standard of pro¬ 
fessional conduct in all 
their relations with officials 
in their host country,” the 
department said in a news 
release. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Quebec PQ MLA resigns 


Parti Quebecois MLA for the riding of Vachon, Camil Bouchard, 
pauses as he announces his resignation as member of the Na¬ 
tional Assembly yesterday at the legislature in Quebec City. The 
64-year-old cited the frustration of life in opposition as his rea¬ 
son for quitting. 


Ottawa Wounded soldier carries the torch 



Andrew Knisley, 25, looks up at the Olympic torch in front of the Olympic countdown clock in Ot¬ 
tawa yesterday. Knisley lost his leg while serving in Afghanistan in January 2009 and was released 
from the hospital just two weeks ago. 


Senators approve flight perks 


travel Senators have quiet¬ 
ly expanded their opportu¬ 
nities to jet around the 
globe, courtesy of Canadian 
taxpayers. 

A new policy, adopted 
last May, gives denizens of 
the upper chamber inter¬ 
national travel privileges 
not enjoyed by their elect¬ 
ed counterparts in the 
House of Commons. 

It enabled Liberal Sena¬ 
tor Lillian Dyck, for in¬ 
stance, to embark last 
month on a visit to her late 
father’s ancestral home in 
China. 

By senators’ own admis¬ 
sion, few politicians any¬ 
where in the world are en- 


$1,776.53 

Liberal Senator Lillian Dyck 
billed Canadian taxpayers 
$1,776.53 for her airfare to 
China last month. 

titled to such a perk. 

Details of the policy 
change are contained in 
transcripts of meetings of 
the Senate’s bipartisan in¬ 
ternal economy commit¬ 
tee, which governs the up¬ 
per chamber’s operations. 
The transcripts are posted 
publicly on the Senate’s 
website but have gone 
largely unnoticed until 
now. 


They offer a fascinating 
glimpse of senators’ per¬ 
ception of their entitle¬ 
ments and their awareness 
of the potential for a pub¬ 
lic backlash. For instance, 
during one meeting in Oc¬ 
tober, Liberal Senator Paul 
Massicote railed against 
the fact that some senators 
habitually fly business 
class. 

“I have personally asked 
several senators and they 
have told me that they 
travel economy when they 
are paying for the ticket 
themselves but business 
class when the taxpayers 
are paying,” he said. 
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Gene mutation 
ups cancer risk 
in Jewish 
women: Study 

health A study of Jewish 
women in Ontario has 
found that about one per 
cent carry a genetic muta¬ 
tion that dramatically rais¬ 
es their risk of breast and 
ovarian cancer, yet more 
than half of those ident¬ 
ified would be ineligible for 
DNA testing under current 
provincial guidelines. 

Researchers at Women’s 
College Hospital in Toronto 
used a 2008 newspaper arti¬ 
cle to recruit more than 
2,000 Jewish women aged 
25 to 80, who volunteered 
to be tested for three muta¬ 
tions in two genes known 
as BRCA1 and BRCA2. 

About 40 per cent of ovar¬ 
ian cancers and 12 per cent 
of breast cancers in women 
of Ashkenazi Jewish ances¬ 
try (Jews of Eastern Euro¬ 
pean origin) occur due to 
these mutations and are po¬ 
tentially preventable with 
surgery or drugs. 

Currently, women are on¬ 
ly eligible for genetic test¬ 
ing for BRCA1 and BRCA2 
in Ontario if they have 
been referred by a 
physician due to a strong 
family history of the 
disease or have already 
been diagnosed with breast 
or ovarian cancer. 
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Farmers looking 
to get greener 

emissions As agricultural 
experts met in Copenhagen 
on the weekend to gingerly 
build consensus on agricul¬ 
ture’s role in climate 
change, some farmers in 
Canada offered another so¬ 
lution to farming’s cost on 
the environment — change 
the way farming is 
practised. 

The latest figures from 
the UN Food and Agricul¬ 
ture Organization suggest 
agriculture is responsible 
for almost 14 per cent of 
global greenhouse gas 
emissions, the Canadian press 
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Haiti’s new prime minister arrives in 
Ottawa today with an unusual 
message: Haiti is open for business, 
and Canada is ready to help. Scan this 
barcode for the full story. 
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Violent protests at Canadian-owned mine in Mexico expected 

The death of a Mexican activist who strongly opposed the presence of a Canadian company in his hometown is predicted to spur violent protests this week, 
with supporters already furious over his slaying suggesting a weekend clash at another Canadian-owned mine is a sign of things to come, the Canadian press 


Certificate struck down, suspect freed 


A federal judge has struck 
down a national security 
certificate against a Syrian- 
born man arrested eight 
years ago on terror 
suspicions. 

The ruling today by Fed¬ 
eral Court Justice Richard 
Mosley effectively frees Has- 
san Almrei. 


The government had 
been trying to deport Alm¬ 
rei on a security certificate 
— a seldom-used provision 
of the immigration law for 
removing suspected terror¬ 
ists and spies. 

Almrei’s lawyer, Lome 
Waldman, said from Toron¬ 
to his client was “very excit¬ 


ed” about the mling. Wald¬ 
man had not yet read the 
full decision, and said he 
and Almrei would com¬ 
ment later. 

The government argued 
the Syrian native’s travel, 
activities and involvement 
in a false-document ring 
were consistent with sup¬ 


porters of Osama bin 
Laden’s al-Qaida network. 

The mling says there 
were reasonable grounds to 
believe Almrei was a securi¬ 
ty danger when detained in 
October 2001, but there are 
no longer reasonable 
grounds to believe that to¬ 
day. 


It also says federal cabi¬ 
net ministers breached 
their duties of “good faith 
and candour” to the court 
by not thoroughly review¬ 
ing the information on file 
prior to re-issuing the cer¬ 
tificate against Almrei in 
February of last year. 
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Certificate cases 

• The government has initi¬ 
ated just six certificate cases 
— four terror suspects, a 
hatemonger and an alleged 
Russian spy —since the 9-11 
attacks on the United States. 
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Anwar Sagar 

Happy TD Canada Trust Customer 
for over 1 year. 


What's behind four J.D. Power 
and Associates awards? 


Happy Customers. 


The Canadian bank ranked highest four years in a row. 

J.D. Power and Associates have recognized TD Canada Trust as the Highest in 
Customer Satisfaction Among the Big Five Retail Banks for the past four years. 
This continued recognition underlies what we've known since day one - your 
satisfaction is everything. So to our many customers, thanks for recognizing us four years in a 
row, we are as happy about the acknowledgement as we hope you are about our service. 


To experience our customer service, 
call 1 - 800 - 436 - 3333 , visit a branch or 
go to www.tdcanadatrust.com/happy 


Canada Trust 

Banking can be this comfortable 


TD Canada Trust received the highest numerical score among the big five retail banks in the proprietary J.D. Power and Associates 2006 - 2009 Canadian Retail Banking Customer Satisfaction Study SM . 2009 study based 12,555 total responses 
measuring 5 banks. Proprietary study results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed in March - June 2009. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com 


Deported 

alleged 

extremist 

missing 

Belize Officials in Belize 
don’t know what happened 
to an alleged Sikh extrem¬ 
ist who made global waves 
when he bought a passport 
for the tropical paradise af¬ 
ter being ordered out of 
Canada. Iqbal Singh has 
quietly vanished. 

Ten years ago next 
month, Singh left Toronto 
for the Central American 
fun-and-sun destination. 

His arrival in an 
unsuspecting Belize caused 
a media sensation. The 
spotlight glare was appar¬ 
ently intense enough to 
drive Singh from the oasis 
he found upon paying 
about $50,000 US for a pass¬ 
port through a since- 
cancelled 
immigrant 
investor pro¬ 
gram. 

At the 
time, flum¬ 
moxed 
Belizean of¬ 
ficials said 
they hadn’t 
been 

warned about the terror al¬ 
legations against Singh. 

These days, they’re not 
sure how to find him. 

“We’re not certain where 
Mr. Singh is at this time,” 
said Insp. Bert Bowden of 
the Belize police 
department’s Joint Intelli¬ 
gence Co-ordinating 
Center. “But he no longer 
resides in Belize.” 

Lome Waldman, Singh’s 
former lawyer, wonders 
about the wisdom of ship¬ 
ping a suspected extremist 
abroad. 

“That’s an issue that aris¬ 
es in all these cases. Is it a 
solution to deport 
someone who’s a security 
threat to some other coun¬ 
try where they might pose 
a greater threat because 
they won’t be under any 
kind of control?” 

Singh was suspected of 
belonging to the Babbar 
Khalsa, a terrorist group in¬ 
tent on establishing a sepa¬ 
rate Sikh homeland. 
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Payday loan fees hike starts in Ontario 

Ontario's new maximum fee for payday loans kicks in today 
at $21 for every $100 borrowed, the Canadian press 
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Quick deal unlikely in 
Yukon pension talks 


Pensions declining: Studies 


Federal and provincial 
governments are trying to 
hash out a way to 
encourage Canadians to 
save more for retirement. 

But getting the different 
levels of government to 
agree on how best to do 
that, and to hatch a plan 
without alienating the 
powerful financial-services 
sector, will likely take far 
more than the day and a 
half set aside for such mat¬ 
ters in Whitehorse this 
week. 

“This may not be an im¬ 
mediate crisis that we’re 
facing in Canada, but it’s 
one that is coming at us,” 
Colin Hansen, British Co¬ 
lumbia’s finance minister, 
said in an interview. 

The global financial cri- 


• Recent studies have shown 
that almost two-thirds of work¬ 
ing Canadians have no work¬ 
place pension plan. And al¬ 
most one-third of Canadian 

sis of the last two years has 
exposed the weaknesses of 
the country’s pension sys¬ 
tem. Now there’s a grow¬ 
ing consensus that major 
reforms need to be made. 

In Whitehorse, Hansen 
wants to see all provinces 
and Ottawa recognize that 
reforms are necessary. But 
he also wants to see a time¬ 
line for discussions and, if 
possible, an agreement 
that the Canada Pension 
Plan should serve as the 


families have no retirement 
savings whatsoever. Plus, the 
percentage of Canadians cov¬ 
ered by defined benefit pen¬ 
sion plans has declined rapidly. 

cornerstone of reforms. 

Ottawa, however, is try¬ 
ing to lower expectations. 

“The fundamental result 
that we expect... is to pro¬ 
vide the information that 
both the federal finance 
minister and the other fi¬ 
nance ministers need, to 
make informed decisions,” 
said Ted Menzies, the par¬ 
liamentary secretary of fi¬ 
nance, who has led consul¬ 
tations on pension reform. 
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Safety Check your head 


Test technician Patrick Richard displays a ski helmet tested at the Canadian Standards Association 
International Laboratory in Montreal in this April 2009 file photo. According to Safe Kids, interna¬ 
tional data show head injuries account for between three and 15 per cent of injuries to skiers and 
snowboarders, but make up 87 per cent of deaths. Victims of head injuries sustained while taking 
part in winter sports, as well as their families, are lobbying to make helmets mandatory. 


Senate wants feds to boost 
Northwest Passage control 


Nunavut woman 
found frozen to 
death after walk 

iqaluit The frozen body of 
a Nunavut woman who 
didn’t return from 
walking her three dogs 
has been found. 

The RCMP in Iqaluit say 
Lindsay Hudson’s body 
was found on a road 
outside the territorial capi¬ 
tal Saturday afternoon. 

Her two German 
shepherds were still at her 
side; a smaller dog had re¬ 
turned on its own. 

Hudson left her 
apartment Friday at noon 
and the RCMP were called 
by her roommate when 
she didn’t return after sev¬ 
eral hours. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


transport The Senate 
wants the government to 
beef up control of the 
Northwest Passage by mon¬ 
itoring small vessels sailing 
its waters and ensuring the 
Coast Guard’s Arctic ships 
have the necessary muscle 
to enforce Canadian law. 

“There’s not enough be¬ 
ing done here,” said Sen. 
Bill Romplcey, chairman of 
the committee that deliv¬ 
ered its final report yester¬ 
day. “Time is running out. 

“If you think security is 
expensive, try chaos.” 

Romplcey’s committee 
has been travelling the 
Arctic for months to make 
recommendations on the 


role of the Coast Guard in 
waters rapidly becoming 
more accessible as sea ice 
disappears. 

The report echoed an in¬ 
terim document released 
last spring. But it ex¬ 
pressed alarm at how slow¬ 
ly Tory promises for the re¬ 
gion are being fulfilled. 

It notes that while Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper 
promised in August 2008 
that all large vessels in the 
passage would be required 
to report to Transport 
Canada’s NORDREG reg¬ 
istry system, those laws 
won’t be enacted until 
next year. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Child deaths, injuries from falling televisions increasing 

The number of children being killed or injured by falling TV sets is increasing, even at a time when people are replacing clunky older models with lighter flat-screens, a new study says. 
One possible explanation: After families buy flat screens, they relegate a heavy TV set to unsafe furniture in other rooms, tempting children in unsupervised settings, the associated press 
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Maybe that’s why they like bamboo 

Genome mapping showing that pandas may prefer a bamboo-based diet because they can't 
taste meat could unlock secrets to ensuring the survival of the endangered species. The findings 
published in Nature magazine come from a study led by the Beijing Genomics Institute's branch 
in Shenzhen. Mutations in certain sequences of the giant panda's taste gene, which can affect 
the ability to experience savoury flavours such as meat and other high-protein foods, 
may have turned them onto a strict bamboo diet, the study said, the associated press 


Kashmir women 
drowned: Police 

India An Indian police 
agency investigating the 
deaths of two women in 
Kashmir said yesterday 
they drowned and were 
not raped and killed as al¬ 
leged by locals, a ruling 
likely to further fuel anti- 
India sentiment. 

The deaths of 22-year-old 
Neelofar Jan and her 17- 
year-old sister-in-law Asiya 
Jan in May ignited violent 
protests in the Himalayan 
region, where militant 
groups have fought Indian 
forces for independence or 
a union with Pakistan 
since 1989. 
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Nations end boycott 

Developing countries walked out over emissions 



Poor countries ended a 
boycott of UN climate 
talks yesterday after 
getting assurances that 
rich nations were not con¬ 
spiring to soften their 
commitments to cutting 
greenhouse gases, 
European officials said. 

European Union environ¬ 
ment spokesman Andreas 
Carlgren said informal talks 
resolved the impasse, 
which was started by 
African countries and 
backed by major developing 
countries, including China 
and India. 

Rich and poor countries 
“found a reasonable solu¬ 
tion,” he said. Developing 
countries agreed to return 



A person dressed as death on 
horseback and holding a 
scythe rides outside 
parliament in Copenhagen 
yesterday. 

to all working groups that 
they abandoned earlier in 
the day at the 192-nation 
conference, said Anders 
Frandsen, a spokesman for 
conference president Con¬ 


nie Hedegaard. 

The boycott had disrupt¬ 
ed efforts to forge a pact on 
global warming and forced 
the cancellation of formal 
working groups, delaying 
the frantic work of negotia¬ 
tors trying to resolve techni¬ 
cal issues before the arrival 
of more than 110 world 
leaders later this week. 

Poor countries, supported 
by China, said Hedegaard 
had raised suspicion that 
the conference was likely to 
kill the Kyoto Protocol. The 
United States withdrew 
from Kyoto over concerns 
that it would harm the U.S. 
economy and that China, 
India and other major 
greenhouse gas emitters 
were not required to take 
action. China is now the 
world’s largest greenhouse 
gas polluter. 
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Argentina Student protest 


A student throws a stone toward police to protest the re-elec¬ 
tion of the Buenos Aires University dean outside Congress in 
Buenos Aires, yesterday. Students consider the election illegal, 
claiming that the council that elects the dean lacks sufficient 
student representation. 


News in brief 


tic stance than earlier in the 
day, when a spokeswoman 
said the company would con¬ 
tinue with Woods. 
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TIGER Swiss watch maker Tag 
Heuer said it will assess its en¬ 
dorsement relationship with 
golfer Tiger Woods. The state¬ 
ment marked a less enthusias- 
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Sully auctions off hat 

Capt. Chesley (Sully) Sullenberger has auctioned one of his pilot's caps for $5,800 US and will donate the proceeds to three San Francisco Bay area public schools. 
The signed hat — which was not worn the day Sullenberger safely landed a disabled jet into New York's Hudson River — drew 68 bids on eBay, the associated press 



Plea deals made 
in penis gluing 

Wisconsin Two women ac¬ 
cused of seeking revenge 
on a cheating lover by glu¬ 
ing his penis to his stom¬ 
ach have reached plea 
deals. 

Therese Ziemann, 48, 
pleaded no contest yester¬ 
day to reduced charges of 
disorderly conduct and 
misdemeanour battery. 

Her sister, 43-year-old 
Michelle Belliveau, plead¬ 
ed no contest to disorderly 

conduct. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Crisis worsening in 
Sudan: Medical group 


Africa At least 2,000 peo¬ 
ple have died and 250,000 
have fled their homes fol¬ 
lowing violence in south¬ 
ern Sudan this year, wors¬ 
ening a humanitarian cri¬ 
sis in a region seeking its 
independence, officials 
from a medical aid group 
said yesterday. 

Officials from Medecins 
Sans Frontieres, or Doctors 
Without Borders, said this 
year’s violence is the worst 
since the signing of a 2005 
peace deal between south 
Sudan and the north, an 
agreement that ended two 
decades of civil war. 

The group’s operations 
director in Sudan, Stephan 
Goetghebuer, said the 2009 
killings are different from 
past violence in the south 
that was linked to land 
clashes and cattle rustling. 
This year, villages have 


2,000 

Estimated number of peo¬ 
ple killed by violence this 
year in southern Sudan. 


been attacked, and raiders 
have targeted and killed 
women and children, he 
said. 

The group said that 87 
per cent of the people it 
treated this year were vic¬ 
tims of gunshot wounds, 
but that the number of 
people killed in the vio¬ 
lence is three times higher 
than the number of 
wounded. 

“There are very few sur¬ 
vivors. People are killed 
massively,” Goetghebuer 

said. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


FIJI Three Fijians are dead, 
several people are missing 
and thousands are homeless 
after a tropical cyclone 
battered the South Pacific na¬ 
tion yesterday, causing flood¬ 
ing, damaging homes and 
trees, and disrupting power 
supplies, officials said. 
PHILIPPINES Authorities 


moved thousands of villagers 
from harm's way near the 
Philippines' most active 
volcano yesterday after it 
oozed lava and shot plumes 
of ash. Volcanologists raised 
the alert level on the 2,460- 
metre Mayon volcano 
overnight. 
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Obama challenges U.S. banks 


U.S. President Barack Oba¬ 
ma challenged top 
bankers yesterday to 
explore “every 
responsible way” to 
increase lending, saying 
they were obliged to help 
after being rescued by tax¬ 
payers. 

In a statement after more 
than an hourlong meeting 
with the executives, Oba¬ 
ma said he reminded them 


that much of the financial 
crisis that took the U.S. 
banking system to the 
brink of collapse had been 
“of their own making.” 

He also exhorted the ex¬ 
ecutives — both in private 
and in public — to drop 
their opposition to an over¬ 
haul of the nation’s finan¬ 
cial industry. 

“If they wish to fight 
common sense consumer 


protections, that’s a fight 
I’m more than willing to 
have,” Obama told re¬ 
porters at the White House. 

He also urged lenders to 
find creative ways to free 
up lending. Obama said 
banks have benefited from 
bailouts and should use 
that strength to lend more 
money to consumer and 
businesses. 

“But given the difficulty 


“Given the exceptional assistance banks 
received to get them through a difficult 
time, we expect them to explore every 
responsible way to help get our economy 
moving again.” 

U.S. President Barack Obama 


businesspeople are having 
as lending has declined, 
and given the exceptional 
assistance banks received 
to get them through a diffi¬ 
cult time,” he said, “we ex¬ 
pect them to explore every 
responsible way to help get 
our economy moving 
again.” 

Delay, he said, was not an 
option he was willing to 
consider as his administra¬ 
tion has focused on digging 
out an economy that has 
left more than 15 million 
Americans out of work. 
Many Americans resent the 
help the government gave 
to wealthy bankers while 
seeming to ignore their dif¬ 
ficulties. 

Bank of America chief ex¬ 
ecutive Kenneth Lewis 
pledged to Obama that his 
bank would lend $5 billion 
US more to small- and mid¬ 
sized businesses in 2010 
than it did in 2009. The 


bank said the move is part 
of a broader effort to sup¬ 
port an economic recovery. 

JPMorgan said last 
month that it would boost 
such lending by $4 billion 
US. 

Obama’s stern lecture 
came hours after Citigroup 
Inc. said that it was repay¬ 
ing $20 billion US in 
bailout money it received 
from the U.S. Treasury De¬ 
partment, in an effort to re¬ 
duce government influence 
over the banking giant. The 
government will also sell 
its stake in the company. 

The New York-based 
bank was among the hard¬ 
est hit by the credit crisis 
and rising loan defaults 
and got one of the largest 
bailouts of any banks. 
Wells Fargo&Co. remains 
the last national bank that 
has yet to pay back its 
bailout money. 
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More funds pledged to ward off Asian carp 

U.S. officials say they'll use $13 million in Great Lakes restoration funds 
for efforts to prevent invasive Asian carp from entering Lake Michigan, the associated press 
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Tens of thousands of supporters attended a rally yesterday in Gaza, marking the 22nd anniversary 
of Hamas. The militant group was founded in 1987 during the first Palestinian intifada, or uprising. 


Thousands back fiery 
Hamas leader at rally 


Hamas mobilized tens of 
thousands of supporters 
yesterday for an anniver¬ 
sary rally meant to show 
the militant Islamic organ¬ 
ization still has support 
despite Israel's 
devastating military 
assault on Gaza last year. 

The crowd responded 
with chants of “We won’t 
recognize Israel” to a fiery 
speech by Hamas Prime 
Minister Ismail Haniyeh, 
who said the movement 
scored a “divine victory” 
against the Jewish state 
and will not lay down its 
arms. 

Despite the defiant 
words, Hamas has sharply 
curtailed rocket fire on Is¬ 
raeli border towns since 


“Brothers and sisters, 
we will not be 
satisfied with Gaza/ 1 

PM Ismail Haniyeh 

last winter’s Israeli offen¬ 
sive, which inflicted heavy 
losses on the militants. 

And, in a departure from 
last year’s rally, Hamas did 
not taunt Israel over the 
soldier it is holding cap¬ 
tive, Sgt. Gilad Schalit, 
whom the militants hope 
to trade for hundreds of 
Palestinians held by Israel. 
It appears Hamas didn’t 
want to jeopardize the 
prospects of a German-me¬ 
diated prisoner swap. 

Hamas was founded in 


1987 during the first Pales¬ 
tinian uprising against Is¬ 
rael. It seized Gaza from 
Western-backed Palestin¬ 
ian President Mahmoud 
Abbas in 2007 and has 
since tightened its control 
despite a crippling border 
blockade by Israel and 
Egypt. 

Haniyeh struck a hard 
line, saying Hamas would 
not recognize Israel or call 
off armed struggle “until 
the Palestinian people 
achieve freedom and inde¬ 
pendence.” 

“Brothers and sisters,” 
he said, “we will not be sat¬ 
isfied with Gaza. Hamas 
looks toward the whole of 
Palestine.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Arkansas court approves 
secular holiday display 


creche test A secular dis¬ 
play celebrating the winter 
solstice and “freethinkers” 
such as Albert Einstein and 
Bill Gates can be placed at 
the Arkansas state capitol 
alongside a Christmas na¬ 
tivity scene, a federal judge 
said yesterday. 

The Arkansas Society of 
Freethinkers sued last 
week after Secretary of 
State Charlie Daniels re¬ 
jected its proposal, saying 
it wasn’t consistent with 
the capitol’s decorations 
and displays. The group 
asked for a quick hearing 
before the winter solstice 
on Dec. 21. 

U.S. District Judge Susan 
Webber Wright granted an 
injunction yesterday allow¬ 
ing the display to go up. 

The group never wanted 
to remove the nativity dis¬ 
play, said Tod Billings, pres¬ 
ident of the Freethinkers. 
He said he hoped the dis¬ 


play would go up tomor¬ 
row and remain in place 
until the nativity scene is 
removed after the holidays. 

“We just wanted the free¬ 
dom to be included in the 
holiday celebrations pub¬ 
licly, just like anybody else 
can do if they fill out the 
appropriate paperwork,” 
said Billings. 

The society proposed a 
2.4-metre-high plywood 
display that would detail 
the history of the solstice. 
It would also include pho¬ 
tos of people it considers 
“freethinkers,” such as Ein¬ 
stein, Gates and Eleanor 
Roosevelt. 

“As the old year passes 
and a new year is born, we 
reflect on that which has 
passed and hope for a bet¬ 
ter tomorrow,” the pro¬ 
posed display reads. “May 
the light of reason be a bea¬ 
con to a brighter future for 

US all.” THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


U.S. presses China 
to release activist 

silenced The U.S. has 
urged China to release a 
high-profile dissident who 
called for political change. 
It is also pushing Beijing 
to allow all activists to pe¬ 
tition their government. 
State Department 
spokesman Ian Kelly said 
yesterday the U.S. is wor¬ 
ried that Liu Xiaobo and 
other Chinese citizens 
may have been detained or 
harassed because they 
signed a charter demand¬ 
ing democratic change 
and respect for human 

rights. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


NUCLEAR TALKS An upcoming 
meeting by five world powers 
on curbing Iran's nuclear pro¬ 
gram has been cancelled at 
China's request, senior officials 
from three of the countries 
said yesterday. One official cit¬ 
ed scheduling conflicts. The 
five now plan to talk by phone 
on Dec. 22. the associated press 
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Comment 


What’s MacKay’s future? 


NationalRc 


Lawrence 

Martin 

1 


| metronews.ca/nationalreport | 


n the Afghan detainee 
controversy, Peter 
MacKay’s stonewalling 
and roughhouse take¬ 
down of a diplomat was 
characteristic of this gov¬ 
ernment whenever it is ac¬ 
cused of anything. Did the 
defence minister have any 
choice but to respond in the 
way he did? 

If, in fact, he had a free 
hand and chose the stealth 
route, then yes, MacKay 
should resign. If his line of 
defence was dictated from 
above, then it becomes a 
tougher call. As he made 
clear yesterday, he will not 
step down. But in the ru¬ 
moured cabinet shuffle, he 
should be moved out of de¬ 
fence. 

MacKay is one of several 


holders of big portfolios 
who has stumbled. He is 
part of a starless cabinet, an 
unlit galaxy except for the 
one and only, the prime 
minister himself. 

Environment Minister 
Jim Prentice has been beat¬ 
en up for his inactivity on 
global warming, inactivity 
that sees this country col¬ 
lecting fossil-of-the-year 
awards. But has the 
foot-dragging been i 
his doing? Appar¬ 
ently, it’s the PM 1 
who has prevented 
him from taking 
swifter action. Before 
environment 
Prentice 
held the 
thank¬ 
less In¬ 
dian af¬ 
fairs 
port¬ 
folio, 



where his main task was to 
ditch the Kelowna accord. 
Considered a future leader¬ 
ship contender, he has 
hardly been able to burnish 
his credentials. 

Finance Minister Jim Fla¬ 
herty has had a better year 
than ones previous. But he 
has been dragging around a 
lot of chains — the income 
trust flip-flop, the disastrous 
fiscal update of last year 
and his repeated underes¬ 
timating of the federal 
deficit. Again the ques- 
tion needs to be asked — 
1 how many of the calls 
■ were his own? 

The prime min¬ 
ister has 
some breath- 



migration Minister Jason 
Kenney and Trade Minister 
Stoclcwell Day could be pro¬ 
moted. Long-serving Justice 
Minister Rob Nicholson, 
who is to the right of Sarah 
Palin, could be moved as 
well as Transport Minister 
John Baird, the Commons 
court jester who specializes 
in drubbing opponents. 
Taking him on is like argu¬ 
ing with a brass band. 

One likely move will see 
Maxime Bernier, the former 
foreign minister who re¬ 
signed after getting caught 
up in the bilcer-girl, lost-doc¬ 
uments scandal, brought 
back to cabinet because he 
is popular in Quebec. 

But no one is too excited 
about any pending changes. 
Usually, cabinet shuffles are 
a big deal. Not in Harper- 
land. In his cabinets no one 
gets to be a heavyweight. 
They all bob around, wait¬ 
ing for the word from on 
high. 

Lawrence Martin is a journalist and 

author of 10 books who writes about 
national affairs from Ottawa. 


Views 


Afghan detainees: A moral dilemma 



After the recent bout of 
public scrutiny over accusa¬ 
tions by former senior 
Canadian diplomat Richard 
Colvin about Ottawa’s in¬ 
difference toward the tor¬ 
ture of detainees in 
Afghanistan, we need to re¬ 
call that, in 2005, former 
prime minister Paul Martin 
gave the thumbs up to 
then-defence minister Bill 
Graham to negotiate a de¬ 
tainee transfer agreement 
with the Afghanistan gov¬ 
ernment. 

At the root of this ongo¬ 
ing dilemma of how to 


process these detainees is 
our high regard for human 
rights: The golden element 
that keeps a robust flock of 
immigrants and refugees 
coming our way. Human 
rights is the cornerstone of 
our democracy. For this rea¬ 
son, we hold our authori¬ 
ties to a higher moral stan¬ 
dard, having delegated our¬ 
selves the responsibility of 
being international role 
models, but we need to do 
so with understanding. 

For instance, most of us 
can not fathom the routine 
atrocities committed by 
many foreign regimes such 
as the Taliban, such as: 
Shooting eight boys to 
death because they laughed 
at Taliban fighters, mutila¬ 
tions, beatings, gang rapes 
and the torture of women 
and children; burning en¬ 
tire families alive. More 
frightening is that these 


atrocities represent the vi¬ 
sion these barbaric insur¬ 
gents hope to export to oth¬ 
er parts of the world, with 
their deep-seated hatred 
and opposition to Western 
values. 

Based on these facts, we 
need to appreciate that jus¬ 
tice would be better served 
if groups like Amnesty In¬ 
ternational would up the 
ante in renouncing the 
heinous deeds of an enemy 
that has gone so far as to 
hide among civilians and 
disguise its members as 
emergency and media per¬ 
sonnel. 

These unlawful combat¬ 
ants are not protected by 
the Geneva Conventions, 
even though there are 
those who argue they 
should be. And they most 
certainly do not fall under 
our Charter of Rights of 
Freedoms. However, Justice 


Anne McTavish did rule 
that Afghan detainees do 
have rights under their 
own constitution and inter¬ 
national law. 

Given the prior floods of 
accusations about the West¬ 
ern lack of respect for the 
sovereignty of foreign gov¬ 
ernments, how do we justi¬ 
fy bypassing Afghanistan’s 
own rules of engagement, 
albeit primitive? According 
to Brig.-Gen. Daniel 
Menard, progress is hap¬ 
pening as Afghan authori¬ 
ties are being receptive to 
Canada’s advice on how to 
treat detainees. 

We need to exercise pa¬ 
tience and support of ongo¬ 
ing efforts to work out a 
moral solution concerning 
these detainees. 


Christine Williams is the producer and host 
of the live current affairs daily talk show 
On the Line at CTS TV in Burlington, Ont. 
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Worth mentioning 


Tunes that get you in 
holiday shopping mood 


For many holiday shoppers, 
the only thing worse than 
the crowds and endless 
lineups is the Christmas 
music. 

But next time you roll 
your eyes at yet another 
mall rendition of Jingle Bell 
Rock, think of Kym de la 
Roche. She’s been listening 
to Christmas music since 
about August. 

As a member of Holt Ren¬ 
frew’s creative department 
in Toronto, de la Roche is 
responsible for compiling 
the store’s Christmas 
playlist. Compiling a good 
Christmas playlist isn’t 
easy, either — not only do 
good holiday songs come in 
short supply, de la Roche 
must also ensure that every 
tune falls “in line with the 
Holt Renfrew DNA.” 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Top 10 songs 

Here are Kym de la Roche's 
picks this year for the 10 best 
Christmas songs to shop to: 
lThe Ventures — Sleigh 
Ride 

2 Badly Drawn Boy — Don¬ 
na & Blitzen 

3 Band Aid — Do They 
Know It's Christmas? 

4 Eartha Kitt — Santa Baby 

5 The Dandy Warhols — Lit¬ 
tle Drummer Boy 

6 Matt Dusk — Cool Yule 

7 Otis Redding — Merry 
Christmas Baby 

8 Any song on A Charlie 
Brown Christmas by Vince 
Guaraldi Trio 

9 Martha Wainwright — 
Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year 

10 Edith Piaf — Le Noel de la 
Rue 


r 


We Know What You're Thinking 


45% 


The percentage of Cana¬ 
dians who say the festive 
season is the most 
stressful time of year. 
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Deeper in debt 

Report shows Canadians owe more than ever before 


The latest report on 
household debt from Sta¬ 
tistics Canada carries a 
sober message: Collective¬ 
ly, Canadians are deeper in 
debt than ever before. 

But economists say that 
record-low interest rates 
mean that debt loads are 
still manageable and will 
likely improve as the econ¬ 
omy begins to recover 
from the depths of the re¬ 
cession. 

The StatsCan report, re¬ 
leased yesterday, comes on 
the heels of a stern warn¬ 
ing about rising debt is¬ 
sued last week by the Bank 
of Canada. 

Surging stock markets 
pushed up Canadians’ net 
worth in the third quarter, 
StatsCan said in its report. 

Canada’s premier stock 
market, the S&P/TSX Com¬ 
posite Index rose 9.8 per 
cent in the third quarter. 


National worth 

• Canada's national net 
worth, which includes 
business and government 
assets and liabilities, fell 
1.3 per cent to $5.89 
trillion as governments 
and consumers took on 
more debt, according 
to a Statistics Canada re¬ 
port. 

That’s on top of a 19 per 
cent gain in the previous 
three months. 

Household net worth, 
the value of families’ assets 
such as cars, homes, sav¬ 
ings accounts and invest¬ 
ments, minus what they 
owe, reached $5.72 trillion 
at the end of September, 
StatsCan said. 

But household debt, 
mainly mortgages and con¬ 
sumer credit, also went up. 


It rose from July to Sep¬ 
tember as Canadians 
rushed to take advantage 
of low interest rates to buy 
cars, homes, renovate and 
shop. Personal sector liabil¬ 
ities rose to $1.41 trillion, 
up 1.6 per cent. 

“Falling mortgage rates, 
along with increased sales 
of existing homes and ren¬ 
ovations, sustained in¬ 
creases in mortgage de¬ 
mand,” StatsCan said. 

“Strength in auto pur¬ 
chases led to a further 
increase in consumer cred¬ 
it.” 

The result is a record 
debt-to-income ratio of 145 
per cent, the agency 
said. That means for every 
$100 of income, Canadians 
owe $145. 

The debt-to-income ratio 
in the U.S. is 175 per 
cent. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


Toyota Meet the new Prius 



Toyota Motor Corp. executive vice-president Takeshi Uchiyama- 
da demonstrates during a photo session of its Prius Plug-in Hy¬ 
brid in Tokyo, yesterday. Toyota showed its new plug-in hybrid, 
packed with a more powerful battery called lithium-ion that’s 
different from those used in Prius hybrids on roads today, avail¬ 
able for leasing this month in Japan, the U.S. and Europe. 
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\ -ScanLife 

Abu Dhabi keeps Dubai afloat with a 
$io-billion injection to help its 
neighbour cover debt payments. Scan 
this barcode for the full article. 


In brief 


PHONE New wireless phone 
company Wind Mobile has 
partnered with movie and 
game rental chain Blockbuster 
Canada and will soon begin 
sales from outlets in Toronto 
and Calgary. 


Higher interest 
rates conning: RBC 

money The Royal Bank 
says Canadians can expect 
to be hit by higher interest 
rates in the 
second half of 
next year and Q Q p 
in 2011. 


Royal Bank 

« A new 

economists 

forecast 

say the Bank 

by RBC 

of Canada 

Econom¬ 

will be 

ics 

among the 

predicts 

next group of 

real gross 

central banks 

domestic 

to move off 

product 

floor-low 

to rise by 

rates, with the 

2.6 per 

Canadian 

cent next 

bank’s 

year and 

overnight rate 

3-9 per 

finishing 2010 

cent in 

at 1.25 per 

2011. 

cent. 



And RBC economists say 
they believe the trend-set- 
ting rate could rise to as 
much as 3.5 per cent in 
2011. 

The bank rate has been 
at 0.25 for most of 2009. 
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TAKE A 
VIDEO BREAK 

Visit metronews.ca to watch 

met r®fube°ftheday 

The video everyone's 
talking about. 


Server/Cashier 


needed for downtown 
Ricky's location 

Email resume to 
abrahamtracey@gmail.com 


Service Directory 

To advertise call 780-702-0592 


FINANCIAL 


brokers, 

national 

1 

vunv 

by phone 
refused, qui 
payab 
3, 6, or 12 i 
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ick and easy, 
le over 
nstallments. 

Call toll free: 

1-877-776-1660 


CHILD CARE 


CHILD CARE 
WANTED 

Looking for full time 
live-in caregiver 

Preferably with experience 
for $ 10/hr 


Email resume to 
azngirl24@gmail.com 


Apartment Finder 

To advertise contact Yvonne Markey at 780-701-0347 


realstar management 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

PARK SQUARE APARTMENTS 
10001 BELLAMY HILL 


1+den & 2bd air conditioned suites with in-suite laundry, 
and modern decor. Heat and water included, 
fitness facility. Convenient downtown living! 


780-423-3540 | www.realstar.ca 



Halifax 


Montreal 


Ottawa | Toronto | Winnipeg | Calgary | Vancouver 
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Your Money 


EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZAf@METRONEWS.CA 


Interest rates/Savings accounts (Please check bank websites as some rates require minimum account balance) 


BMO I 

1 0 . 75 % 1 

I HSBC 

1 ICICI | ING | PCF | RBC 1 SBIC | 

Scotia f 

1.00% 

| 0.65% 

1.20% || 1.05% || 1.00% 0.75% 1-25% 

1 . 00 % | f 


HiSAVE S avings Account 


MG%< 


[Apply online : © icicibank.ca ) 


0 


ICICI Bank 


RRSP season looming 


Investing^ 

•T? 

Allan 

J 

Small 

\' pk 

metronews.ca/investing | 


What should investors 
think this RRSP season? 

If interest rates rise next 
year, anyone with loans 
tied to the prime rate (vari¬ 
able loans) will see higher 
interest rate charges. 

Regarding in- 
w , vestments 
^ v k them- 
/<?2 ? selves, 

any- 

W &6 one 



who is in a fixed rate secu¬ 
rity like a bond, could see 
the price of that security 
fall. Bond funds or other 
managed products that in¬ 
vest in fixed income securi¬ 
ties could see prices fall. 
Please remember for those 
that own individual fixed 
income securities like indi¬ 
vidual government or cor¬ 
porate bonds, your pricing 
will be affected as well but 
if you own these products 
to maturity, you will get 
your original investment 
back (face value). 

A slow interest rate in¬ 
crease should not influ¬ 
ence fixed income prod¬ 
ucts too much at first. The 
environment for this year 
will still be great for indi¬ 
vidual investors to grow 
their portfolios. 


Allan Small can be reached at asmall@dun- 
deesecurities.com The views expressed are 
not necessarily those of Dundee Securities 
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Most memorable gifts 


A/lSOfi's 
Woney 
ftu/e: 


WF 

• With gifts, the thought real¬ 
ly does count. Dip into your 
time instead of your wallet 
and the results will be inex¬ 
pensive and memorable. 




few days ago I 
was thinking 
about the most 
memorable gifts 
I’ve ever receiv- 
Interestingly, there 
wasn’t a purchased one on 
the list. Here are some of 
my top picks to give you a 
few ideas as the final 
countdown to Christmas 
begins. 

A few days after my hus¬ 
band and I lost a beloved 
dog, a friend dropped off a 
gift basket for us which 
cheered us up immeasur¬ 
ably. 

She’s a single working 
parent with two young 
boys so money isn’t exact¬ 
ly plentiful. But everything 
was perfect. There were 
hand picked flowers, sev¬ 


eral jars of jam made by 
one of her boys and some 
biscuits for our other dog. 
It brought tears to our 
eyes. 

My sister works in the¬ 
atre — not exactly the 
richest field — so she 
paints lovely cards which I 
use year round and I 
always receive 
the nicest corn- 


ments when I 

send 

them 

out. 


A 

dear 

friend 

gave 

me 

home¬ 

made 

body i 

scrub 

last ii 

year 




smelling 


wonderfully of honey and 
lavender. She’s a busy 
woman with a television 
career and I appreciate the 
time she spent in her 
kitchen making my gift. 

My husband’s late godfa¬ 
ther specialized in making 
electrical fixtures out of 
found items. Every 
Christmas he gave 
us a whimsical 
lamp which cost 
him nothing but 
time. 

When my hus¬ 
band was an im¬ 
poverished col¬ 
lege student he 
made me a sand 
cast candle in 
the colours of 
the season with 
cute decora¬ 
tions imbedded 
in it. No dia¬ 
mond ring could 
have won my 
heart more quick¬ 
ly than his slight- 
tilted, red wax tow- 

Note to guys: Forget 
the mall. Make some¬ 


thing for your best beloved 
and she will swoon with 
surprise and delight. 

The secret to thoughtful 
but inexpensive presents 
is putting a little effort in¬ 
to the conception and exe¬ 
cution of the gift. The ads 
are screaming 10 shopping 
days left until Christmas! 
Consider instead 10 think¬ 
ing and doing days left un¬ 
til Christmas. 


Alison Griffiths is a financial journalist, author 
and host of Maxed Out on the W Network. 
Write to her at alison@alisongriffiths.ca. 
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Samsung Slyde 

5150 Sale price 

$A 
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LG KEYBO 
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$A 




Samsung Intensity™ 
5175 

Sale price 
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Walmart 




(1) See store for details. Bonus gift available with new activations only. While quantities last. (2) Subject to approved credit. 


Koodo 


Edmonton 

Edmonton City Centre 
Kingsway Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Millwoods Town Centre 
West Edmonton Mall 


Red Deer 
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Fitzgerald hurt 

Arizona star receiver Larry Fitzgerald left the Cardinals game against the San Francisco 49 ers with a sprained right knee. Fitzgerald was 
hurt on the third play of the third quarter last night when he tried to catch a deep pass from Kurt Warner, the associated press 
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Argos dump coach 

Bart Andrus has paid the price for a 3-15 season. The Toronto 
Argonauts have fired the first-year head coach after finishing as 
the worst team in the CFL. The 51 -year-old Andrus was named 
the Argos’ 40 th head coach on Jan. 16 . the Canadian pres: 
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Oilers bring heat home 


Halladay trade headlines 
busy day in major leagues 


After 5-0 road trip, club looks to continue at Rexall Place 



Oilers captain Ethan Moreau says Edmonton's strong play of late is a testament to the team's 
leadership group. 


After five straight wins on 
the road, the challenge for 
the Edmonton Oilers now 
is to turn up the heat at 
Rexall Place during the 
bone-chilling cold snap 
that’s gripped Alberta. 

With the mercury plum¬ 
meting to record lows 
around the province in the 
past week, the Oilers open 
a four-game homestand 
against the Los Angeles 
Kings today after a torrid 
road trip that saw them 
win in Detroit, Dallas, 
Florida, Tampa Bay and St. 
Louis to jump back into 
playoff contention in the 
Western Conference. 

Can the Oilers stay hot? 

“I think so,” said coach 
Pat Quinn yesterday. 
“We’re still tiying to find 
an identity for our group 
in the sense of what kind 
of a team we can be. 

“We had a rocky stretch 
there and we weren’t a 
very good team. We were 
good for minutes, but then 
we’d make the big error, it 
seemed like. We beat our¬ 
selves a lot. The last week- 
and-a-half, we haven’t 
been beating ourselves.” 

When the Oilers jetted 
to Detroit without Ales 
Hemsky, out for the season 
with shoulder surgery, and 
starting goaltender Nikolai 
Khabibulin, on the shelf 
with a bad back, they were 


2- 8-2 on the road and strug¬ 
gling through a 4-11-3 
stretch. 

Framed by that, an 0-5 
trip seemed more likely 
than 5-0, but the Oilers 
beat the Red Wings 4-1, 
then strung together 3-2 
wins in Dallas, Florida and 
Tampa Bay before adding 
an exclamation mark in St. 
Louis, coming back from a 

3- 0 deficit to win 5-3. 

They take on the Kings 

sitting in 11th place with 
34 points from a 15-13-4 


record. 

“I think that it says a lot 
about our leadership 
group,” captain Ethan 
Moreau said. “I remember 
being down 3-0 and guys 
like Shawn Horcoff and 
Steve Staios were really vo¬ 
cal, saying, ‘We need to get 
points out of this game.’ 

“There was a real confi¬ 
dence in our ability to 
come back in that game. 
There wasn’t a doubt in 
our mind. It says a lot 
about how far we’ve come. 


A month ago, being down 
3-0, I don’t think there 
would have been the same 
response.” 

With Khabibulin out, Jeff 
Deslauriers has started 11 
straight games in goal. 

After a poor perform¬ 
ance in a 7-3 loss to Van¬ 
couver Nov. 28 right before 
the trip, Deslauriers has 
been a constant storyline 
for the Oilers, backstop¬ 
ping every win during the 
streak. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Familiar issues on the agenda 
as NHL board of governors meet 

Canadian expansion 


Sports in brief 


BASEBALL Baseball 
commissioner Bud Selig plans 
to establish a study group 
that will examine on-field is¬ 
sues that could include replay, 
umpires and pace of game. 

An announcement is expected 
today. 

SOCCER Former Birmingham 
co-owners David Sullivan and 
David Gold reportedly offered 
to buy troubled Premier 
League club West Ham for 50 
million pounds ($86 million) 
yesterday. 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 
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m 

Scan this barcode for the most recent 
Sports updates on your smartphone. 
Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top ofpg 3 


hockey Another year, an¬ 
other ritzy resort and an¬ 
other round of discussion 
on how the economy is im¬ 
pacting the business of pro¬ 
fessional hockey. 

There’s a sense of deja vu 
as the NHL’s board of gover¬ 
nors converge on The Inn at 
Spanish Bay in California 
for meetings today and to¬ 
morrow. 

A year ago, the venue was 
the posh Breakers Hotel in 
Palm Beach, Fla., where the 
league’s owners and execu¬ 
tives heard from economists 
about the troubled times 
ahead. They’ve since spent 
12 months operating in that 
economic climate and are 
now one owner short with 
the NHL currently in charge 
of the Phoenix Coyotes. 


• Overall, the six Canadian 
markets all appear to be on 
solid footing, buoyed by the 
95 -cent dollar. In fact, there's 
expected to be some discus- 

The Coyotes will be a ma¬ 
jor topic of discussion this 
week and not just because 
the other 29 teams are cur¬ 
rently on the hook for their 
massive losses. 

On Friday night, the 
league announced that the 
Ice Edge Holdings invest¬ 
ment group had signed a let¬ 
ter of intent to purchase the 
team with the aim of keep¬ 
ing it in suburban Glendale, 
Ariz., over the long term. 

However, the announce- 


sion about the viability of ad¬ 
ditional Canadian markets — 
Quebec, Winnipeg, Hamilton, 
a second team in Toronto — 
for down the road. 

ment came with some cau¬ 
tion. 

“While much remains to 
be done, the NHL looks for¬ 
ward to working closely 
with Ice Edge to bring the 
sale to conclusion as expedi¬ 
tiously as possible,” said 
deputy commissioner Bill 
Daly. 

Ice Edge is a group of 
Canadian and American in¬ 
vestors with five majority 
owners. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


mlb Baseball’s hot stove 
started sizzling yesterday, 
with Roy Halladay, John 
Lackey, Hideki Matsui and 
Mike Cameron all set to 
switch teams. 

The Phillies have a 
tentative agreement 
to acquire Halladay in 
a trade with Toronto, 
and the former Cy 
Young Award winner 
was in Philadelphia 
yesterday for a physi¬ 



cal required to com- Roy Halladay 
plete the deal. 

Philadelphia also was 
discussing a trade that 
would send Cliff Lee, anoth¬ 
er former Cy Young winner, 
to Seattle. 

The retooling Red Sox 
made two key moves in one 
day, reaching tentative 
agreements on a five-year 
contract with pitcher John 
Lackey worth $80 million to 
$85 million US and a two- 
year deal with outfielder 
Mike Cameron for about 
$15 million. 

World Series MVP Hideki 


Matsui decided to head 
West, reaching a prelimi¬ 
nary agreement with the 
Los Angeles Angels on a 
one-year contract worth 
about $6.5 million. 

Halladay has been 
coveted by top clubs 
for months, and the 
commissioner’s of¬ 
fice granted a 72- 
hour window on 
Sunday for Toronto 
and Philadelphia to 
complete their 
trade, a baseball offi¬ 
cial familiar with 


the negotiations told The 
Associated Press yesterday. 

Philadelphia could give 
up pitchers J.A. Happ, Joe 
Blanton and outfielder Do¬ 
minic Brown as part of a 
deal, the person said. Those 
three players also took 
physicals in Philadelphia. 
Lee, who like Halladay is eli¬ 
gible for free agency after 
next season, could wind up 
going to the Mariners, the 
baseball official said. 
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Competition for two goalie spots 
heats up at junior selection camp 


net There was no question 
for team management 
who are the four best 19- 
and-under goaltenders in 
Canada, but a huge deci¬ 
sion looms on who are the 
best two. _ 


Jake Allen, « This is going to 


Matt Hackett, 

Martin Jones be a fight to the 
and Olivier enc | f or these 

Roy are in a „ 

tight battle at 9 U Y S * 
the team se- Ron Tugnutt, coach 
lection camp 
for the two spots for 
goalies on the Canadian 
squad that will play at the 
world junior champi¬ 
onship Dec. 26-Jan. 5 in 
Regina and Saskatoon. 

Allen, of the Montreal 
Juniors, is the front-run¬ 
ner because of his greater 
national and international 
experience, but none of 


the other three can be 
counted out. 

“They’ve been consis¬ 
tent throughout the year 
and, in such a short event, 
consistency is crucial,” 
goaltending 
coach Ron 
Tugnutt said 
yesterday. 

“This is go¬ 
ing to be a 
fight to the 
end for these 
guys.” 


Roy, of the Cape Breton 
Screaming Eagles, is the 
shootout king. The six- 
foot-four Jones, of the Cal¬ 
gary Hitmen, has the 
widest wingspan. And 
Hackett, of the Plymouth 
Whalers, has the best reg¬ 
ular season numbers 
among the four. 
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SCOREBOARD 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Toronto 3 Ottawa 2 
Buffalo 4 Montreal 3 
Atlanta 3 N.Y. Rangers 2 (SO) 
Detroit 3 Phoenix 2 
Florida 7 NY. Islanders l 
Nashville 5 Columbus 3 
Philadelphia 3 Boston l 
Vancouver 3 Los Angeles 1 
TODAY’S GAMES 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh 
Calgary at St. Louis 


Tampa Bay at Nashville 
Columbus at Minnesota 
Washington at Colorado 
Los Angeles at EDMONTON 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Boston no Memphis 105 
Dallas 94 New Orleans 90 
Denver 102 Oklahoma City 93 
Minnesota 110 Utah 108 
Orlando 106 Indiana 98 
Philadelphia 117 Golden State 101 


Washington at L.A. Clippers 
TODAY’S GAMES 
New Jersey at Cleveland 
New York at Charlotte 
Toronto at Miami 
L.A. Lakers at Chicago 
Detroit at Houston 
San Antonio at Phoenix 
Sacramento at Portland 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


San Francisco 24 Arizona 9 
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Pretty Woman signs on him beauty product line 

Julia Roberts, who most famously played a sex-trade worker in the movie Pretty Woman, has been 
named ambassador for the beauty product line Lancome. torstar news service 


Health & Beauty 



OXFAM Canada has a number of ways to show them you care. 

Nothing says I love 
you like a billy goat 



The J Spot 


metronews.ca/thejspot 


Josey 

Vogels 


W hen asked 
what she 
wanted for 
Christmas, 
R&B singer 
Rihanna told a British tele¬ 
vision interviewer that she 
wants some “great food 
and great sex.” The latter 
may be a little hard to 
wrap, but how about a gift 
that may just lead to some 
greatness in that depart¬ 
ment? 

In his 25 years as a mar¬ 
riage and family therapist 
in Winnipeg, Dr. Todd Sell- 
iclc says that the biggest 
problem couples face 
when it comes to sex is not 
knowing each other’s fan¬ 
tasies or expectations. 
That’s why he and his wife 
Jan developed A Private Af¬ 
fair: The Erotic Game of Se¬ 
crets, Plans & Promises for 
Couples, a 500-card game 
that facilitates the sharing 
of sexual secrets, opinions, 
and requests among other 
things. $34.99 Available 
through aprivateaf- 

fairgame.com 
If you discover that one 
of her fantasies is to have a 
nice, long romantic mas¬ 
sage, invest in a set of 
bSwish Massage Candles. 
The scented candles come 
in Fig Wood, Amber and 


Rose Patchouli. The can¬ 
dles melt at low tempera¬ 
ture are set in an elegantly 
stylish porcelain holder de¬ 
signed to let you pour the 
warm wax on to your 
hands or directly on to 
your honey for a soothing 
and sexy massage. $22 
Available at comeasy- 
ouare.com. 

Express your love for 
your partner by being self¬ 
less. OXFAM Canada has a 
number of ways you can 
help others from buying a 
chicken or a goat for some¬ 
one in the developing 
world or by supporting 
home-based care workers 
who attend to people suf¬ 
fering from HIV and AIDS. 
$15 Chiclcen/$58 Goat/$150 
AIDS/HIV home care. Avail¬ 
able at oxfa- 

munwrapped.ca 

Finally, you don’t need 
to spend a lot of money to 
come up with a romantic 
gift for your sweetie. Do 
what author Ellen Green 
did. She kept an ongoing 
list of every sweet, remark¬ 
able and unremarkable 
thing her husband did 
throughout the year and 
gave him the list every 
Valentine’s Day. 

She published the best of 
20 years of lists in Remem¬ 
ber the Sweet Things: One 
List, Two Lives, and Twenty 
Years of Marriage. 

If you start now, you 
should have quite a list by 
next Christmas. 


Josey Vogels is a sex and relationship colum¬ 
nist and author of five books on the subjects. 
For more info, visitjoseyvogels.com. 



A new study has shown that perscription pain killers were linked to more deaths than heroin. 

Prescription pain killers 

Opioid-related deaths double since 1991 


CELIA MILNE 

for Metro Canada 


They kill pain but they also 
kill people. A new Canadi¬ 
an study has found that 
deaths from prescription 
pain medications are on 
the rise. 

“More people will die 
from prescription 

painkillers in 2009 than 
from H1N1,” Dr. Irfan 
Dhalla told Metro in an 
email. 

Dhalla is lead author of 
the study and a clinician- 
scientist at the Li Ka Shing 
Knowledge Institute of St. 
Michael’s Hospital in 


Toronto. Dhalla and his 
colleagues examined 
trends in the prescribing 
of opioid painkillers in On¬ 
tario from 1991 to 2007. 
Common opioids include 
Oxycontin, Percocet, Per- 
codan, Tylenol with 
codeine, Demerol, and 
morphine. These 

painkillers are often pre¬ 
scribed for acute pain, 
such as post-surgery pain 
or the pain associated with 
a broken bone. They may 
be used also for severe 
chronic pain, such as from 
some forms of cancer. Doc¬ 
tors are now also prescrib¬ 
ing opioids for less-severe 
pain, such as chronic back 


pam. 

When researchers stud¬ 
ied data for all deaths from 
1991 to 2004, they found 
that opioid-related deaths 
doubled in that period, 
from 13.7 per million in 
1991 to 27.2 per million in 
2004. Prescribing of oxy¬ 
codone — the active ingre¬ 
dient in Oxycontin — has 
risen very rapidly. From 
1999 to 2004, the number 
of deaths related to oxy¬ 
codone rose fivefold, says 
Dhalla. 

There are far more 
deaths in Ontario from 
prescription painkillers 
than from heroin or co¬ 
caine, noted the study. 


When healthy 
eating becomes 
harmful living 

CELIA MILNE 

for Metro Canada 


dieting Healthy eating: 
Some people take it too 
far. 

When people eliminate 
large numbers of foods in 
the name of health and 
then become obsessive- 
compulsive about food, 
this could signal they have 
a type of eating disorder. 

Although “healthy 
eating disorder,” or 
orthorexia nervosa as it is 
called, is not formally rec¬ 
ognized as a mental 
illness, it does exist and is 
increasingly being 
noticed, says Colorado 
physician Steven Bratman, 
author of Health Food 
Junkies. 

Orthorexia nervosa be¬ 
gins with a desire to avoid 
foods that are unhealthy, 
such as junk food. More 
and more foods end up on 
the “bad” list over time. 
Avoidance becomes fear 
and then sufferers develop 
an obsession with finding 
foods that won’t make 
them sick. 

They lose weight, and 
sometimes it is hard to 
find enough to eat in 
order to carry on normal 
activities in their day-to- 
day life. 

If you have a friend who 
fits this scenario and sus¬ 
pect they may be in need 
of help you should suggest 
that they see their physi¬ 
cian. 


Soy, pistachios, hops potential shields against cancer 



Two news studies are suggesting that pistachios can act as po¬ 
tential shields for cancer. 


Together, it would be hard 
to imagine an appealing 
recipe for these three fix¬ 
ings: Soy, pistachios and 
hops. 

But individually, the 
foodstuffs may hold ingre¬ 
dients that can help con¬ 
trol a trio of the most com¬ 
mon forms of cancer, ac¬ 
cording to three new stud¬ 
ies released last week 

In the most important of 
these, a major new paper 
published in the Journal of 
the American Medical As¬ 
sociation showed that soy 
could dramatically de¬ 
crease the risk of tumour 
recurrence among breast 
cancer survivors. 

“I would say that this 
study would indicate that 
women with breast cancer 
should (eat) soy products,” 
says Dr. Xiao Ou Shu, an 


epidemiologist at 

Nashville's Vanderbilt Uni¬ 
versity Medical Centre 
who authored the study. “I 
think that it shows there is 
protection there.” 

The research, which 
looked at more than 5,000 
breast cancer patients in 
China, showed a 32 per 


cent reduction in recur¬ 
rence of the disease in 
women who consumed sig¬ 
nificant amounts of soy. 

Meanwhile, papers being 
presented at the American 
Association of Cancer Re¬ 
search conference in Hous¬ 
ton this week are extolling 
the virtues of pistachios 


and hops as potential can¬ 
cer shields. 

Pistachios contain high 
levels of gamma-toco¬ 
pherol, a Vitamin E com¬ 
pound that has been 
shown to lower the risks of 
developing lung cancer, 
says Ladia Hernandez, a 
senior research dietician at 
the University of Texas 
M.D. Anderson Cancer 
Center. 

Hernandez says she was 
searching for foods that 
would be best at delivering 
gamma-tocopherol into 
the blood. 

She found a daily intake 
of about 117 pistachios 
(about 57 grams) a day on 
top of a regular diet would 
produce elevated levels 
without a corresponding 
weight gain. 
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Take smart portions 

If kids see their parents piling up their plates, 
they'll likely do the same, metro news services 


health & beauty 19 


Healthy holiday eating a struggle 

Kids prone to pack on the pounds over the break too, shows new studies 



Parents are trying to find healthy alternatives to holiday foods. 


Pam Vetter’s 15-year-old 
son balked when she told 
him she was opting for a 
healthier holiday season 
this year: fish rather than 
turkey, fewer carbs and 
sweets. 

He threatened to pur¬ 
chase a turkey, stuffing, 
potatoes and pies and put 
together his own tradition¬ 
al meal. 

“It’s a moral challenge,” 
said Vetter, 44, a non-reli¬ 
gious celebrant in West 
Hills, Calif., who conducts 
funerals. She also has a 14- 
year-old son. “Do you 
make part of your family 
angry for the holiday sea¬ 
son by cutting out the 
carbs and sweets?” 

Many parents are trying 
to figure out how to have a 
healthier holiday without 
depriving their kids of 
Christmas cookies, potato 
latlces and other treats. 
About a third of American 
kids are overweight or 
obese, according to Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control 
and Prevention estimates. 

Jill Houle, 41, a chef in 
Chicago, said she is wor¬ 
ried her 10-year-old will re¬ 


gain some of the 10 
pounds he recently lost. 
She said her son loves food 
and tends to overeat unless 
she's watching him. 

He has four sets of 
grandparents (she and her 
ex-husband are both re¬ 
married) sending him 
chocolate Santas, cousins 
with no weight issues 


whom he’ll be hanging out 
with and a wedding to at¬ 
tend the day after Christ¬ 
mas with an elaborate buf¬ 
fet. 

“Of course, we’re going 
to be dining out all the 
time,” she said. 

Studies show North 
Americans gain about a 
pound between the end of 


November and New Year’s; 
people who are overweight 
or obese are at risk of gain¬ 
ing five pounds, said Dr. 
Susan Z. Yanovslci, an obe¬ 
sity expert at the National 
Institutes of Health. She 
said the weight gain is 
slight, but it accumulates 
over time. While there is 
little research on children 


§ and holiday pounds, an 
o Ohio State University study 
o found that young children 
are prone to gain more 
weight in the summer 
than the school year when 
there is more time to 
snack and zone out in 
front of the television. 

Likewise, during the 
winter holidays many chil¬ 
dren are “indulging in 
their favourite foods and 
sitting around with noth¬ 
ing to do,” said Dr. Joanna 
Dolgoff, a pediatrician. 

“Then there's the fact 
that kids realize it's the 
holiday season,” she said. 
“‘I deserve to indulge. How 
come everyone else is in¬ 
dulging?’ They start to feel 
resentful and entitled.” 

Children face a greater 
challenge when it comes 
to holiday eating than 
adults, said experts. They 
have less impulse control 
— they see tempting 
sweets and want them 
without thinking of the 
consequences, said Rao. 
Many are unsure which 
items are healthy and what 
an appropriate portion size 

iS. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Holiday tips 

• Give kids a small healthy 
snack, such as string cheese 
or yogurt before going to a 
holiday party, so they are 
not ravenous, said Sarah 
Krieger, a dietitian at All 
Children's Hospital in St. Pe¬ 
tersburg, Fla. She also sug¬ 
gests bringing something 
healthy to parties like a fruit 
salad 

• Physical activity goes 
down during the holidays 
when sports practices and 
dance and karate lessons 
are cancelled. Fight the 
temptation to hibernate, 
said Dr. David Ludwig, direc¬ 
tor of the Optimal Weight 
for Life Program, Children's 
Hospital Boston. 

• Work with kids to come 
up with healthier alterna¬ 
tives to the way food is pre¬ 
pared, said Dr. Thomas 
Robinson of Lucile Packard 
Children's Hospital at Stan¬ 
ford. Children will feel like 
they are part of changing 
the way the family does 
things. 

• Don't restrict foods, said 
Dr. Goutham Rao, clinical di¬ 
rector of the Weight Man¬ 
agement and Wellness Cen¬ 
ter at Children's Hospital of 
Pittsburgh. It makes the 
food more valuable and 
more tempting. 





Sympatico.ca 


rprise Your Kids! 

send your little ones a 

free personalized video message 

from Santa. 


visit: http://santa.sympatico.ca 
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Food bank help 

Loblaw is introducing a new “Extra Helping” logo to be placed in store aisles alongside the food items most needed 
by the local food bank, such as canned fish or meat, lentils and beans and hot/cold cereal, metro news services 
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Pile up your cone 

Cuisipro’s newfangled Ice Cream Scoop & Stack creates stackable cylinders for cones as 
well as “elegant desserts,” as the makers say. This is not a quick tool: You shove the 
scoop into a tub of ice cream, using a pull, twist, push and release sequence to create 
your cylinder. The results can be fun and colourful though. The Scoop & Stack retails for 
$19.99 at kitchen shops. It is dishwasher-safe and is available in a variety of colours. For 
the nearest store, call 1-866-306-3672 (toll-free). torstar news service 


A casserole fit for a cowboy 


Cowboy Casserole 

SERVES 4 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 1/3 lb (600 g) unpeeled 
baking potatoes, scrubbed 
and thinly sliced 

• 1 1/2 Tbsp (20 mL) olive 
oil 

• 1 tsp (5 mL) tomato paste 

• 14 oz (398 mL) can baked 
beans 

• 1/4 lb (125 g) frozen peas 

• 1/4 lb (125 g) frozen 
green beans 

• 7 oz (200 g) can corn, 
drained 

• 2 Tbsp (25 mL) barbecue 
sauce 

• 3 1/2 oz (100 g) smoked 
cheese, roughly chopped 






METHOD: 

1. Preheat oven to 400°F 
(200°C). Put potatoes into 
pot of boiling water. Bring 
back to boil; half-cover and 
simmer until just tender, 
but not breaking up. Drain 
thoroughly, reserving 4 tb¬ 
sp (60 mL) cooking water. 
Tip potatoes into bowl, add 
oil and toss to coat. Set 
aside. 

2. Blend tomato paste 
with reserved hot water in 
pot. Tip in baked beans, 
peas, green beans, com and 
barbecue sauce. Heat gen¬ 


Clockwise from top: Cowboy casserole, salmon puffs with tzatziki and brie turkey pockets with cabbage and walnuts. 


tly, stirring, until mixture 
is barely warm and peas 
and green beans have 
thawed. Tip into shallow 
casserole dish, spreading 
into even layer. Scatter over 
cubes of smoked cheese. 

3. Arrange potato slices 
over top, overlapping 
slightly to completely cover 
bean and cheese mixture. 
Bake 30 minutes or until 
potatoes are tender and top 


is golden brown. 


Monday - Friday 8:00am- 6:30pm 
Saturday 8:00am-5:30pm 

INDULGE IN SOME FRESH BAKED FESTIVE 
DELIGHTS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON! 

Plum Pudding 

$ 21 00 


I T TC "ll;i /Ti. ,7| TTTTTj 


10416-80 Ave. 
Order online 

Edmonton Phone: 780-439-3247 

www.beebellbakery.com 
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Salmon Puffs with Tzatziki 

SERVES 4 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 3/4 lb (375 g) pack pre¬ 
rolled puff pastry 

• 5 1/3 oz (160 g) skinless 
salmon fillet, cut into 1/2- 
in. (1 cm) squares 

• 1/4 lb (125 g) frozen fava 
beans 

• 1 oz (30 g) fresh dill, 
chopped 

• 1 oz (30 g) snipped fresh 
chives 

• 1 egg, beaten 

• 1/2 cup (125 mL) ricotta 
cheese 

• 1/2 cucumber 

• 1 cup (250 mL) plain 
yogurt 

METHOD: 

1. Remove pastry from 
fridge. Preheat oven to 
460°F (240°C). Put salmon 
squares in bowl and add 
frozen fava beans and 
herbs. Season and mix well. 

2. Unroll pastry, then cut 
into four 7x3 1/3 -in. (17.5 
x 8.5 cm) pieces. Bmsh egg 
lightly all over pastry. 
Mound salmon mixture in 
centres of pastry pieces. 
Place ricotta cheese on 
each mound of filling. Fold 
long ends of pastry up to 
meet over filling and pinch 
together at top. Press sides 
together to seal. 

3. Transfer pastries to 
baking sheet and brush 
with egg. Bake until puffed 
and golden. 

4. Meanwhile, grate cu¬ 
cumber into sieve and 
press out excess moisture 


over sink. Mix cucumber 
into yogurt. Transfer tzatzi¬ 
ki to serving bowl and 
serve with hot salmon 
puffs. 


Brie Turkey Pockets with 
Cabbage and Walnuts 

SERVES 4 

INGREDIENTS: 

• 1 oz (30 g) fresh ginger, 
peeled and grated 

• 1 dessert apple, peeled, 
cored and grated 

• 4 thick turkey breasts 

• 5 oz (150 g) brie, cut into 
4 wedges 

• 3 Tbsp (45 mL) olive oil 

• 1 lb (500 g) green 
cabbage, finely shredded 

• 8 scallions, sliced 

• 1 3/4 oz (50 g) walnuts, 
chopped 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat oven to 460°F 
(240°C). Mix ginger and 
apple. Cut horizontally 
through each turkey 
breast (not all the way 
through). Divide ginger 
and apple mixture among 
pockets, then push wedge 
of cheese into each. Press 


meat together into shape 
and push filling evenly in 
pockets. 

2. Put pockets neatly in 
one layer in shallow oven¬ 
proof dish. Brush with 1 
tbsp (15 mL) oil and sprin¬ 
kle with seasoning to 
taste. Bake until turkey is 
browned on top and 
cooked through, and fill¬ 
ing is running out in 
places. 

3. Meanwhile, heat re¬ 
maining oil in large pan 
and add cabbage, scallions 
and walnuts. Cook over 
medium heat, stirring, un¬ 
til cabbage is reduced in 
volume and lightly 
cooked. Add seasoning to 
taste. Transfer pockets to 
plates. Add some cabbage 
to each plate and serve 
immediately. 
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Peter 
Rockwell 


Pour like Santa 



ell here 
we are 
at the 
holiday 
home 

stretch. Thanks to my wife's 
expertise in the kitchen — 
and the central location of 
the Rockwell mansion — 
we tend to play host for the 
big family feast and what 
seems like a never ending 
stream of well wishers. 

They all arrive thirsty; so 
finding drinkable wine op¬ 
tions that lets you pour like 
Santa, even though you've 
spent like Scrooge, is every 
host's Christmas wish. 
Since trying to appeal to a 
variety of personal prefer¬ 
ences is never easy I recom¬ 
mend going with a bright, 
fruity red and a fresh, dry 
white with an eye on larger 
format bottles to save a 
few bucks. 

An Aussie shiraz is the 
quintessential cocktail red 
(meaning it shines without 
food) with Lindemans 2008 
Bin 50 Shiraz (1500 ml, 
$22.95 - $24.99) a jammy 
mix of black raspberry, red 
licorice and a lingering 
touch of pepper spice. 

For a crisp, straightfor¬ 
ward white think Italy and 
Fontana di Papa's 2008 Colli 
Albani (1000 ml, $8.35 - 
$10.79): a classic bargain 
blend of malvasia and treb- 
biano that's ripe with re¬ 
freshing green fruit and 
tastes best served 
ice cold right out j 
of the fridge. 

Prices reflect the J 
range across t 
country. 



Peter Rockwell is the everyman’s wine writer, 
working in the liquor industry for more than 
25 years. Follow him on twitter @TheReal- 
WineGuy and email liquidassets@eastlink.ca. 
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AFI’s top 10 movies 

The American Film Institute has announced its list of Top 10 movies with honours going to Coraline, The Hangover, The Hurt 
Locker, The Messenger, Precious, A Serious Man, A Single Man, Sugar, Up and Up in the Air. metro news services 
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Entertainment 


Viking voyage 

Leonardo DiCaprio is set to star in 
a film directed by Mel Gibson 
that's set in the world of Viking cul¬ 
ture, Variety reports. The script is by 
the writer who won an Oscar 
for The Departed, ew.com 
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'Strange' 

Johnny Depp nabs Bahamas 
lifetime achievement award 



Johnny Depp received a career achievement award at the Bahamas International Film Festival. 


Hollywood heartthrob 
Johnny Depp suspects he’ll 
never get used to 
receiving awards for his 
acting work. 

Depp, best known for his 
Oscar-nominated role as 
Captain Jack Sparrow in 
Disney’s Pirates of the 
Caribbean blockbusters, 
made the comments Sun¬ 
day night before receiving 
a career achievement 
award at the Bahamas In¬ 
ternational Film Festival. 

“Whenever anybody says 
they are going to give me 
some kind of award, I’m al¬ 
ways a little stupefied by 
the notion. The first thing I 
say is ‘why?’,” Depp told a 
small scrum of reporters. 
“I just go to work like any¬ 
one else, except my job 
happens to be a little 
stranger.” 

Lit by cameras during a 
red carpet event, Depp said 
he planned on spending 
Christmas on his private is¬ 
land ringed with white 
sand off Exuma. 

“The place is as close to 
paradise as anywhere you 


“I’m still amazed I 
get jobs after all 
this time.” 

Johnny Depp 


can get,” said Depp, wear¬ 
ing a black pinstriped suit 
and tinted glasses with 
heavy black frames. 

Fellow acting superstar 
Sean Connery, who also 
owns a home in the Ba¬ 
hamas, presented Depp 
with the award at the Bal¬ 
moral Club in Nassau. 

The festival’s founder, 
Leslie Vanderpool, de¬ 
scribed Depp as an “icon” 
who is one of the finest ac¬ 
tors of his generation. 

“What makes this trib¬ 
ute to Johnny even more 
special is that he has a 
home in the Bahamas and 
possesses a true love and 
appreciation for the region 
and culture,” Vanderpool 
said in a statement. 

Depp’s diverse screen 
credits through the years 
include starring roles in 


Donnie Brasco, Edward 
Scissorhands, and What’s 
Eating Gilbert Grape. 

In September, Disney an¬ 
nounced that a new Pirates 
of the Caribbean film is on 


the horizon. Depp will 
reprise his celebrated role 
as Sparrow in Pirates of the 
Caribbean: On Stranger 
Tides, slated for summer of 
2011. 


Depp said he’s enjoyed 
playing all of his screen 
characters. “I’m still 
amazed I get jobs after all 
this time,” he quipped. 
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Basterds, Nine lead 
Critics’ Choice pack 

movie Inglourious Baster¬ 
ds and Nine lead 
contenders for the Critics’ 
Choice Movie Awards with 
10 nominations each, 
including best picture. 

Other best-picture nomi¬ 
nees are Avatar, An Educa¬ 
tion, The Hurt Locker, 
Invictus, Precious, A 
Serious Man, Up and Up in 
the Air. Best-actor 
nominees are Jeff Bridges 
for Crazy Heart, George 
Clooney for Up in the Air, 
Colin Firth for A Single 
Man, Morgan Freeman for 
Invictus, Viggo Mortensen 
for The Road and Jeremy 
Renner for Hurt Locker. 

L.A. awards go to 
Mo’Nique, Waltz 

movies Mo’Nique has won 
the supporting-actress 
award for Precious and 
Christoph Waltz has earned 
the supporting-actor prize 
for Inglourious Basterds 
from the Los Angeles Film 
Critics Association. 

Mo’Nique won for her 
role as a hateful welfare 
mom in Precious. Waltz for 
his role as a savage Nazi in 
Inglourious Basterds. Cana¬ 
dian-born director Jason 
Reitman and writer Shel¬ 
don Turner shared the 
screenplay prize for Up in 
the Air. the associated press 


John K. Samson stripped away 



The Weakerthans frontman John K. Samson’s new solo EP City 
Route 85, is inspired by the streets of his native Winnipeg. 


KEITH CARMAN 

for Metro Canada 


We know what you’re 
thinking: “John K. 

Samson... why does that 
name ring a bell?’’ 

It shouldn’t be a surprise 
that Samson’s name evokes 
familiarity. He’s been 
around. Punk rockers recall 
his stint as bassist for 
Prairie-based political outfit 
Propagandhi while those 
who lean towards more ra¬ 
dio-friendly music have 
seen/heard Samson’s entic¬ 
ingly soft voice at the helm 
of indie rockers The Weak¬ 
erthans for the last 12 years. 

Yet when he hits the 
stage on tour, all of that 
will be stripped away. Sam¬ 
son is currently perform¬ 
ing solo in support of his 
latest endeavour, an EP en¬ 
titled City Route 85. 

While it’s not unheard of 
for lead singers to venture 
forth with their own music, 
Samson’s foray features a 


unique twist. The three- 
song release is his first in a 
collection of four efforts 
dedicated to and inspired by 
his native Winnipeg’s 
streets. Yep, Samson’s writ¬ 
ing about life on the road 
but in a very different way. 

“Most people wouldn’t 
know it — including most 


‘Peggers — but City Route 
85 is actually our main 
street commonly referred 
to as Portage Avenue,” he 
notes. 

He continues on to dis¬ 
cuss how such a revelation 
led to the notion of dedi¬ 
cating a series of EPs to 
municipal and provincial 


thoroughfares. 

“I’m looking at stretches 
or segments of highway and 
how the place affects the 
people, location, landscape 
and history,” he reveals. 

Samson’s idea is a strange 
path of its own. Still, the 
yield in songs such as Grace 
General, Cruise Night and 
the title track make it 
worthwhile. A collection of 
light and breezy albeit com¬ 
pelling observations related 
in Samson’s inherently deli¬ 
cate, descriptive manner — 
songs feel more like stories 
related over a musical back¬ 
drop than typical, basic 
rhyming couplets squished 
between guitar riffs — City 
Route 85 is a grandiose ex¬ 
perience compacted into 
less than 10 minutes. 

“I like the idea of a fo¬ 
cused theme — exploring 
contemporary small-town 
life,” he beams before ad¬ 
mitting, “So far, it’s only a 
project I work on when I 
have the time. I have the 
next one sketched out.” 
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Actor needs kidney transplant 

Grizzwald Chapman, known to most as Tracy Morgan's sidekick on NBC's 30 Rock, is in dire need of a 
kidney transplant, the actor has revealed during a taping of The Dr. Oz Show, popeater.com 




Pushing boundaries 


Tm going to make all my movies in 3-D: 7 Cameron 


NED EHRBAR 

Metro World News 


Nearly 15 years after he 
originally conceived of the 
project and after more 
than four years of 
development, James 
Cameron finally brings his 
epic Avatar to the screen. 
The film explores an alien 
culture through the eyes 
of Jake (Sam 

Worthington), a ma¬ 
rine who falls in 
love with 
Neytiri (Zoe 
Saldana), 
one of 
the 


tives on the alien planet 
Pandora. We caught up 
with Cameron in London 
to discuss the massive un¬ 
dertaking that is Avatar, 
pushing the boundaries of 
3 -D technology and a pos¬ 
sible sequel. 

w- ^ How important was it 
[ A ] to push the 

boundaries of 3-D 
filmmaking with this project? 

H Up until now, every 
filmmaker who’s 
made a 3-D film has 
really felt it incumbent up¬ 
on themselves to constantly 
remind you that you’re 
watching a 3-D movie. It’s 
usually things that are 


ing you that you’re watch¬ 
ing a 3-D movie, then you’re 
constantly sitting there re¬ 
minded that you’re in a 
movie theatre. 

So we approached the 3-D 
as if it were a window, or a 
portal into a reality. We did¬ 
n’t look for opportunities to 
constantly exercise our 3-D 
muscle in front of you. 
Maybe one thing that 
Avatar can achieve is to be¬ 
come an example of a ma¬ 
ture use of stereoscopic 3-D. 

Let it move out of its ado¬ 
lescence into a mature ac¬ 
ceptance as just part of the 
cinematic art by serious 
filmmakers. I don’t have a 
problem with that. I’m go¬ 
ing to make all 
my movies 
in 3-D, 
no 


More than four years in making, James Cameron’s Avatar 
promises to combine the best of technology and storytelling. 


Oi/y/z It o/z &zzz-/tad M a/zd Oi/O 


matter what the subject 
matter. 

E But Avatar is also be¬ 
ing released in 2-D. 

We try not to make 

H the film a 3-D film 
first. With some 3-D 
movies, you watch 
them in 2-D and there’s a 
shot of a spear sticking out 
of the screen that they hold 
on for 10 seconds. 

It’s all sorts of fun in 3-D, 
but in 2-D it looks like the 
stupidest edit in the world. 
So we wanted to make sure 
we weren’t doing that sort 
of thing. We’re very proud 
of the 2-D version of the 
film we’ve put out. But it re¬ 
ally comes down to con¬ 
sumer choice. I think of the 
3-D as the premium experi¬ 
ence of the film and the 2-D 
as the excellent base-level 
presentation of the film. 

E At the same time, 

there are strong envi¬ 
ronmental and politi¬ 
cal messages in the film. How 
did you work those in? 
v v I think it’s less an in- 
W A 1 tellectual message 
and more some¬ 
thing you feel emotionally. I 
wanted people to feel the 
environmental message, 
not think about it, not have 
it droning on as informa¬ 
tion. 

It’s land of the exact op¬ 
posite of An Inconvenient 
Truth, with the bar graphs 
and all that. In an adventure 
film, it’s more important to 
get these concepts visceral- 
ly. Historically, the kind of 
science fiction that I 
grew up on had a mes¬ 
sage. Usually it was 
a dystopian mes¬ 
sage, usually it 
was in the 
form of 
some 


kind of warning. And as 
much as I loved Star Wars, 
it was a moment in history 
when science fiction be¬ 
came more escapist fantasy 
and less a kind of intellectu¬ 
al medium. Avatar is 
an attempt to 
merge science 
fiction back to 
its roots of 
having a 
warning. 

rsi The 

[ P J Na’vi 
L language 
is very complex. How 
was it developed? 

H it started off inno¬ 
cently enough as I 
was writing the 
script. I was just sort of free- 
associat¬ 
ing. And 
when I 


found Dr. Paul Frommer, 
who is the head of the lin¬ 
guistics department at USC 
in Los Angeles, he started to 
riff on that. He wanted to 
find things that the actors 
could still pronounce, 
but which would 
sound a little bit 
alien to our ear 
— at least in 
terms of Euro¬ 
pean-based 
cultures. So he 
went to In¬ 
donesian 
sounds and bush- 
men clicks, things 
like that. 

E ls there going to be a 
sequel? 

I have it mapped 

H out... It all depends 
on whether we do 
well with the first 
film. But that was certainly 
the intention from the be¬ 
ginning. When I pitched 
this... I said, “You know, 
we’re going to have spend 
a lot of money and time 
and energy. So it really 
makes sense to think of it 
as the potential start of a 
franchise.” We used to joke 
that we’d cut to 10 years 
later, and Jake’s kind of fat, 
k sitting on the couch in a 
k palm tree, and he’s 
^lilce, “Hey, honey, 
k get me a beer.” 
k And Neytiri 
k says, “Get 
k your own 
k beer!” 
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MTV finds Teen Wolf actors 

MTV has cast four actors in its upcoming Teen Wolf series, a re-imagining of the 1985 movie starring Michael J. Fox: 
Tyler Posey, Tyler Hoechlin, Crystal Reed and Dylan O'Brien will appear in the new version, ew.com 
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In hip hop, Drake’s 
best we ever had 


Toronto rapper's got massive buzz 


On his hit single Best I Ever 
Had, Canadian rapper 
Drake bragged that he had 
“buzz so big, I could prob¬ 
ably sell a blank disc.” 

And in a way, he has 
done just that. 

The Toronto hip-hop star 
has had made a dizzying 
ascent in the rap world — 
and he’s done it without 
having released a proper 
album. 

He has three top 20 sin¬ 
gles in the U.S. and two 
Grammy nominations, 
he’s collaborated with Jay- 
Z, Kanye West and Em¬ 
inem, and he even had to 
shoot down rumours of a 
relationship with Barbadi¬ 
an pop star Rihanna (poor 

guy). 

In a matter of months, 
he’s become one of Cana¬ 
da’s most prominent hip- 
hop exports ever, and one 
question remains: How 
did the former Degrassi 
star go from the cosy envi¬ 
rons of Toronto’s wealthy 
Forest Hill enclave to 
hanging around with Lil 
Wayne? 

“You know what, I’ll tell 
you honestly: it’s the hus¬ 
tle and the drive,” Toronto 
hip-hop artist Kardinal Off- 
ishall told The Canadian 
Press in a recent interview. 

“I’ve seen Drake from a 
few years ago to where 
he’s at now. It’s not just be¬ 
cause Lil Wayne picked 
him up or because he had 
an Internet buzz. I’ve seen 
him literally give it every¬ 
thing that he had, 150,000 
per cent, in order to make 
it.” 

And make it he has. 

Born Aubrey Drake Gra¬ 
ham in Memphis to a black 
father and a white Jewish 
mother, Drake moved to 
Toronto as a child after his 
parents divorced. 

He got his big break in 
2001 at the age of 14 when 
he was cast on Degrassi: 
The Next Generation as 
Jimmy Brooks, a high- 
school basketball star who 
eventually surrenders his 
hoop dreams after being 
shot in the back, leav¬ 
ing him confined to a 
wheelchair. 

In 2006, Drake self- 
published his first mix 
tape, Room for Im¬ 
provement. That led 
to Replacement 
Girl, his collab¬ 
oration with 
Virginia 
R&B 


“It's the hustle and the drive. It’s not just 
because Lil Wayne picked him up or 
because he had an Internet buzz. I’ve seen 
him literally give it everything that he 
had, 150,000 per cent, in order to make it.” 
Kardinal OffishaLL 


Toronto hip-hop artists Drake has had made a dizzying ascent in the rap world — and he's done it 
without having released a proper album. 


er Trey Songz that was the 
lead single on Drake’s 2007 
mixtape, Comeback Sea¬ 
son, and which caught the 
attention of New Orleans 
rapper Lil Wayne. 

Soon, Drake was tucked 
under Weezy’s wing, rid¬ 
ing shotgun with a rapper 
on the cusp of superduper- 
stardom. 

In 2008, Lil Wayne’s Tha 
Carter III went platinum in 
a week and went on to sell 
more copies than any oth¬ 
er album that year. In Sep¬ 
tember ’08, the rapper 
stepped onstage at the 
MTV Video Music Awards 
for a collaboration with 
Leona Lewis and T-Pain. 

Shirtless and behind 
heavy dark shades, Lil 
Wayne crept down a stair¬ 
case and rapped a verse 
that actually wasn’t his. 
Lines like “I’m losing my 
mind like: ‘Damn where 
my roof just go?’ Top 
slipped off like Janet at the 
Super Bowl” actually be¬ 
longed to Drake, then still 
a mostly unknown MC. 

And when Lewis 
launched into the song’s 
hook (from Nina Simone’s 
Please Don’t Let Me Be Mis¬ 
understood), Lil Wayne gave 
credit where it was due, 
rasping overtop: “Drizzy 
Drake, I love you boy!” 

A few months after that 
high-profile endorsement, 
Drake dropped his next 
mixtape, So Far 
Gone, to almost un¬ 
precedented buzz 
for an 

emerg¬ 
ing 


artist. 

Drake was Weezy’s pro¬ 
tege and showed the influ¬ 
ence of Wayne’s mischie¬ 
vous, meticulous rhymes. 
But he arguably owed 
more to Kanye West, 
with his exploration 
of the space be¬ 
tween swagger and 
self-criticism and 
his unfailing ear 
for melody. 

The mixtape’s 
swooning single 
Best I Ever Had 
was a perfect 
showcase, with 
Drake crooning 
the ballad’s hook 
and rapping its in¬ 
termittently sweet 
lyrics (“Sweat pants, 
hair tied, chillin’ with no 
makeup on/ That’s when 
you’re the prettiest, I hope 
that you don’t take it 
wrong”). 

The song went to No. 

2 on the U.S. charts. 
Drake, still with¬ 
out a record la¬ 
bel or official al¬ 
bum, became 
the target of a 
major-label 
bidding 
war (Lil 
Wayne’s 
Cash 
Money 


Records, under the Univer¬ 
sal umbrella, ultimately 
won). 

Drake began crafting his 
album debut, Thank Me 
Later, 


scheduled for the first 
quarter of 2010. 

Meantime, his songs 
continued to get major air¬ 
play on both sides of the 
border. “Drake knows how 
to write records that are 
about big ideas,” Washing¬ 
ton rapper Wale. 

“Look at the names of 
his songs: Fear, Forev¬ 
er, Winner. Those ^ 
are big ideas.” JM 
Toronto- 
raised I 


hip-hop artist K’naan 
was more blunt: 
“He’s very^ 
good.” THE 

CANADIAN A 
PRESS . 
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Thurman tired of controlling fiance? 

Uma Thurman ended her engagement because her ex-fiance was too controlling. The actress reportedly split from French financier 
Arpad Busson because she was tired of him trying to take over her life, femalefirst.co.uk reports, metro news services 


Robbie rebounds, once again 

British pop star overcomes addiction, records a new album and finds happiness 


TALIA SOGHOMONIAN 

Metro World News 


Robbie Williams became 
an international star as 20 
per cent of boy band Take 
That. 

But fame and fortune 
brought with them his well- 
documented personal trau¬ 
mas and substance abuse. 

Two stints in rehab and a 
move to the U.S. later, and 
the 35-year-old singer now 
seems to be stable and hap¬ 
py in Los Angeles. With a 
new album Reality Killed 
The Video Star in stores — 
and the media getting over¬ 
excited about whether he 
has asked girlfriend Ayda 
Field to marry him — 
things have rarely looked 
better for Robbie. 




You were away for 
three years — 
how’s the 
comeback? 


H it actually feels a bit 
strange that it is a 
comeback. Shakira 
just took four years off be¬ 
tween records; U2 took five 
years off; So in relative 
terms, it really isn’t that 
long. But people and the 
tabloids and the media 
seem to have scripted it as 
such. And how do I feel? 
Well a lot has been said 
and written in my absence, 
going to rehab and various 
tittle-tattle about my life 
and where my career is go¬ 
ing so I was nervous to see 
the public reaction to me 
and my records. It was 
nerve-wracking and I’m on¬ 


ly just settling back into 
the work. 

Your album is a hit, 
so you must be re¬ 
lieved? 

The fans got a bit 
confused when I 
put out Rudebox. It 
scared the majority of 
them. I’m just happy that 
this album has given them 
what they wanted from 
me. 




Because Rudebox 
was more 
experimental? 


It’s only when you 
put out an album 
like Rudebox that 
you realize that you’re not 
the kind of artist who can 
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be experimental and have a 
bit of a laugh. You realize 
that you are part of a mas¬ 
sive machine whose wheels 
can come off very easily 
with one wrong move. 

Does all that 
[ ^ 1 expectation put 
even more 
pressure on you? 

H Yes, because at 
home the great 
British press have 
kind of got their knives out 
for me. Everybody’s willing 
for me to fail because that’s 
what they do over there! 

What is the biggest 
[ A 1 misconception 

L_ A about Robbie 

Williams? 

0 1 don’t really know 
what the biggest 
misconception is 
about me, there’s quite a 
few out there! I’m terri¬ 
fied of the British press. 

I’ve moved countries to 
get away from them! 


How is the move to 
L.A.? 


It’s good. It’s sunny 
i 1 most of the time 


and living is laid- 
back. To wake up in the sun 
every morning just makes 
everything better. 


in Califor¬ 
nia help 
you battle 
your 


perfect 


demons, away from the 
British press? 

H I was sober in Eng¬ 
land for about three 
years. But it’s easier 
to stay sober in Los Angeles, 
everybody talks therapy 
talk out there. There’s a 
much better understanding 
of addiction, depression 
and ailments in general. 


You found love 
in L.A. — did 
that help? 


H it hasn’t hindered 
me. She’s right 
next to me right 
now in a loving caress. It’s a 
headline and I don’t 
to say that because it 
sounds trite, but 
she certainly 
hasn’t hin¬ 
dered my re¬ 
covery 
process and 
my mental 
stability. 
She’s won¬ 
derful! 


NO CONTRACT. 

NO DEPOSIT. 

NO CREDIT REQUIRED. 


No joke. 
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Kid Rock, Grohl sue bar 

Kid Rock and Dave Grohl are suing a smalltown bar for allegedly jacking their tunes. The two rockers dropped a copyright infringement 
lawsuit on a Canton, Ohio watering hole because it allegedly didn't have the licensing it needed to play their music, tmz.com 
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DVD picks 


Inglourious 

Basterds 

Director: Quentin Tarantino 


pure wish-fulfilment fan¬ 
tasy by Quentin Tarantino 
(Once upon a time in 
Nazi-occupied France...), 
in which Hitler and his 
stooges 
stand to” 
get 

what’s 



seem 

like the grand liberator. 

Grammatically chal¬ 
lenged, factually unhinged 
and too long for its own 
good, this World War II 
thriller nevertheless soars 
thanks to one glorious per¬ 
formance. 

It’s not the one you 
think. 

The film’s real star is 
Austria’s Christoph Waltz, 
a multilingual wizard who 
inhabits the role of Col. 
Hans Landa, the smirking 
Gestapo officer known as 
"The Jew Hunter" for his 
uncanny sleuthing. 


The Hangover 

Director: Todd Phillips 
a no-star cast takes a 
shop-worn theme about 
boys being bad in Las Ve¬ 
gas, and turns it into 
something fresh, funny 
and profitable — $277 
million US for the domes¬ 
tic market, enough to 
make it history’s most 
successsful “R” rated 
comedy. Take that, Holly¬ 
wood know-it-alls! 

This is one clever little 
film. Di¬ 
rector 
Todd 
Phillips 
and 

scripters 
Jon Lucas 
and Scott 
Moore 
cleverly 
keep us in suspense about 
how the monster hang¬ 
over happened. First they 
show us the aftermath as 
three confused grooms¬ 
men (Bradley Cooper, Ed 
Helms and Zach Galifi- 
anakis) turn Vegas upside 
down in their quest for 
their missing groom 
(Justin Bartha) after their 
bachelor party goes hilari¬ 
ously awry. 

Peter Howell/for Metro Canada 



Oscars extend noms to 10 



The cast of Star Trek, which could be nominated for Best Picture at the upcoming Academy Awards. 


Academy Awards organiz¬ 
ers have shaken up their 
show by doubling the 
best-picture category to 10 
nominees in hopes of a 
broader range of films, 
mainstream movies 
mixing with the sober dra¬ 
mas that Oscar voters 
often favour. 

The upside: If crowd- 
pleas ers such as Up and 
Star Trek make the cut, it 
could give audiences more 
reason to watch the Os¬ 
cars, whose ho-hum TV rat¬ 
ings often climb in years 
when blockbusters are in 
the running. 

The downside: The Acad¬ 
emy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences could end up 
nominating 10 boring 
movies instead of the usual 
five, giving fans no new in¬ 
centive to tune in to a 
show where rich and fa¬ 
mous people spend a long 
evening patting the backs 
of other rich and famous 
people. 

“The Academy Awards 
are very important to the 
industry because they're a 
commercial for the busi¬ 
ness. Every year, they're 
watched worldwide,” said 
Andrew Kosove, a new 
academy member and a 


producer on The Blind 
Side, the sports-themed 
drama that's become a sur¬ 
prise box-office smash and 
has caught some best-pic¬ 
ture buzz. 

“If all the nominees are 
films that are artistically 
wonderful but commer¬ 
cially obscure, what hap¬ 
pens is the interest in the 
show has dissipated, and 
that's bad for the busi¬ 


ness.” 

The show drew its 
biggest audience for the 
1997 awards year, when Ti¬ 
tanic swamped the box of¬ 
fice with a record $1.8 bil¬ 
lion haul worldwide and 
dominated the Oscars. 

On a general decline 
since, the ratings spiked 
for the 2003 Oscar year, 
when the final chapter in 
the The Lord of the Rings 


blockbusters swept the 
awards. 

Having 10 best-picture 
nominees is not unprece¬ 
dented. 

The Golden Globes, 
whose nominations come 
out today, have 10 or more 
best-picture nominees 
each year, divided into two 
categories: best drama and 
best musical or comedy. 
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Court rules 
for hospital 
extension 

assault A British court has 
ordered a man to remain 
hospitalized after he 
admitted assaulting singer 
Leona Lewis during a book 
signing session. 

Peter Kowalczylc had 
been charged with punch¬ 
ing the pop star in the face 
as she went to sign his 
copy of her autobiography 
in central London on Oct. 
14. 

Kowalczylc pleaded 
guilty to common assault. 
A judge ordered the 29- 
year-old to remain in the 
hospital under mental 
health laws. 

Prosecutor Melanie Lee, 
reading out a witness 
statement by Lewis, said 
Monday the singer felt 
completely devastated by 
the attack. In the 
statement Lewis says: 
“Now I am very frightened 
about going out in public.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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etalk 

Access H. 

Flashpoint 

So You Think You Can Dance 

imHES 

Flashpoint 

CTV News 

0 

LO 

1 — 

3 KHQ - 370 

News (N) 

Millionaire 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Wheel Fortune 

The Sing-Off Two groups leave. (N) 

Jay Leno Show 

4 CBXT - 307 

Wheel Fortune 

Jeopardy! (N) 

Xmas Carol 

Frosty Returns 

Legend of Frosty 

CBC News: The National 

The Hour 

cvi 

6 KREM - 372 

News 

Access H. 

The Doctors 

NCIS “Faith” (HDTV) (N) 

NCIS: Los Angeles (N) 

The Good Wife 

T— 

7 CKEM 241 347 

Law & Order: SVU 

The Jay Leno Show (N) 

Scrubs 

Scrubs 

Better Off Ted 

Your City 

O 

8 CITV 240 339 

ET Canada 

Entertainment 

The Good Wife (N) 

NCIS “Faith” (HDTV) (N) 

Gordon Ramsay: 

Cook 

News Hour 

£ 

11 OMNI - - 

The Office 

The Simpsons 

Omni News: S. Asian Edition 

Omni News: Cantonese Edition 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 

Metropia 

Q) 

13 KXLY - 371 

4 News at 6 

4 News at 6:30 

Entertainment 

The Insider (N) 

A Charlie Brown Christmas 

Scrubs 

Better Off Ted 

the forgotten 

E 

16 KAYU - 373 

The Office 

Raymond 

Two/Half Men 

Two/Half Men 

So You Think You Can Dance 

Gordon Ramsay: 

Cook 

News 

'C 

22 KSPS - 374 

PBS NewsHour (N) 

Nova (HDTV) (DVS) 

Savage Planet 

Frontline: From Jesus to Christ-First Christians 

Q. 

24 WTVS - 364 

(7:15) To Be Announced 

Rain 2: A Tribute to the Beatles 

| Doo Wop 50 



15 CBCN 502 - 

CBC News: The National 

CBC News: the fifth estate 

CBC News: The National 

CBC News: The National 
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« 

21 TWN 505 398 

(5) EarthWatch One 

EarthWatch One 

EarthWatch Two 


27 CNN 500 500 

Larry King Live (N) 

Anderson Cooper 360 (HDTV) 

Larry King Live 

Cooper 360 

c 

54 CTVN 501 391 

CTV News Tonight 

CTV News 

CTV News 

CTV News 

CTV News 

CTV News 

CTV News 

CTV News 


70 BNN 504 508 

Squeeze Play 

Business News 

Commodities 

Market Call Tonight 

Headline 

Commodities 

Squeeze Play 


20 TSN 400 400 

NBA Basketball 


Women’s Hockey 

1 Canada vs. Unitec 

States. From Calgi 

ary, Alta. 


Boxing: Dawson vs. Johnson 

t 

23 net 408 418 

Oilers Conn 

NHL Hockey Los, 

Angeles Kings at Edmonton Oilers. (H 


Sportsnet Connected (N)_ 

Telus Oilers 

Q. 

47 SPEED 417 406 

Super Bikes! 

Super Bikes! 

Dangerous Drives (HDTV) 

Pass Time 

Pass Time 

Monster Jam (HDTV) 

Super Bikes! 


94 SCORE 410 403 

(6) Court Surfing NBA news, scores and highlights. 

Score Now 

Score Now 

Score Now 


9 EDACC 267 351 

Alberta Primetime (Live) 

Stargate Atlantis (DVS) 

Lies My Mother Told Me (2005, Docudrama), Colm Feore 

Primetime 

>. 

14 YTV 552 543 

Christmas That Almost 
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Malcolm-Mid. 

Fresh Prince 

8 Simple Rules 
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Family Biz 

I 
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Little Bear 

Maggie-Beast 
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Zigby 

Max & Ruby 

Dragon (DVS) 

Backyardigans 

Ni Hao, Kai-lan 

Go, Diego, Go! 

TO 

42 TOON 555 545 

Jimmy Two 

Johnny Test 

Scooby-Doo 

Total Drama 

Total Drama 

6TEEN 

Futurama 

King of the Hill 

American Dad 


45 FAM 557 541 

Han. Montana 

Wizards-Place 

Sonny Chance 

Zack & Cody 

Overruled! 

Han. Montana 

Wizards-Place 

Latest Buzz 

Ned’s School 


- TVA 121 714 

TVA nouvelles 

LeCercle (SC) 

Qui perd gagne pour Noel 

Et si c’etait vrai ** (2005, Com. Sentimentale), Donal Logue 

TVA nouvelles 


18 CMT 575 583 

According-Jim 

According-Jim 

Home Improve. 

Home Improve. 

Donner Down 

The Gift 

Reba 

Reba 

According-Jim 


25 A&E 615 520 

Psychic Kids: Paranormal 

Paranormal State 

(N) 

Paranormal 

Paranormal 

(10:01) Criminal Minds 

Psychic Kids 


26 MMM 571 581 

1 Want to Work for Diddy 

Entourage 

Wild ’n Out 

mmtoplO.ca 

IWant to Work for Diddy 

Entourage 


29 FOOD 603 561 

The F Word (N) 

Good Eats 

Good Eats 

Iron Chef America 

Unwrapped 

Unwrapped 

The F Word 


31 SHOW 617 522 

Trailer Park 

Trailer Park 

The Outer Limits 

A Woman’s Rage (2008, Suspense) Brandy Ledford. 

Bones 


32 DISC 520 505 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Time Warp (N) 

Daily Planet 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Time Warp 


33 SLICE 601 562 

Wedding SOS 

Wedding SOS 

Bulging Brides 

Bulging Brides 

ET Canada 

Whatever 

WorkOut 

Brat Camp 


34 W 602 567 

Grocery Bag 

Maxed Out 

Holiday Wishes (2006, Drama) Amber Benson. 

Eve’s Christmas (2004, Comedy-Drama) 


35 TLC 521 560 

Kids-Counting 

18 Kids-Count 

Little Couple 

Little Couple 

Table for 12 

Table for 12 

Kids-Counting 

18 Kids-Count 

Little Couple 
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Johnny Cash Christmas 

Johnny Cash Christmas 

Law & Order 

Without a Trace 

Rich in Love 


38 SPIKE 628 584 

(5) UFC Fight Night 

Most Shocking Moments 

World’s Most Shocking 

When Stunts Go Bad 2! 

CSI: Cri. Scene 


39 AMC - - 

(6) The Green Mile *★+ (1999, Drama) Tom Hanks, David Morse. 

(10:15) The Hunt for Red October 


40 HIST 522 506 

Cities of the Underworld 

Ultimate Engineering 

Crime Stories 

M*A*S*H 

M*A*S*H 

Underworld 


41 COM 626 547 

Just for Laughs 

Air Farce 

22 Minutes 

Corner Gas 

Name Is Earl 

The Simpsons 

South Park 

Jeff Dunham 


43 SPACE 627 528 

Medium (HDTV) (N) 

Fringe “Grey Matters” 

InnerSpace (N) 

Stargate SG-1 

Star Trek: Next Gener. 


44 WPCH 294 650 

Law & Order: SVU 

Runaway Bride ** (1999, Romance-Comedy) Julia Roberts. 

Runaway Bride ( 1999) 


46 OLN 411 457 

Survivorman 

Ghost Hunters International 

Bounty Hunter 

Bounty Hunter 

Survivorman 

Ghost Hunters 


48 TROP 619 525 

Prod. Parker 

Prod. Parker 

’70s Show 

70s Show 

The Outer Limits 

ET Canada 

Switch 

Family Guy 


50 STAR 621 527 

The View (HDTV) (N) 

The Dr. Oz Show 

(N) 

TMZ 

etalk 

Access H. 

Extra 

Dr. Oz Show 


52 HGTV 600 564 

Pure Design 

Genevieve 

House Hunters 

House Hunters 

Holmes on Homes 

HGTV’s Top 10 

Design Inc. 

Pure Design 


65 TLN 700 800 

RIS - Delitti Imperfetti 

George Lopez 

George Lopez 

Lopez Tonight 

Raymond 

Raymond 

Paid Program 

> 

92 APTN 269 350 

Fish Out 

Mixed Blessing 

Cashing In 

Rabbit Fall 

Blackfly 

Moose TV 

Rez Rides 

Moccasin Flats 

Short Cuts 

© 

93 VISION 261 394 

The Christmas Wish ** (1998, Drama) Neil Patrick Harris. 

Gospel Challenge 

The Christmas Wish ** (1998, Drama) 

'C 

(0 

> 

100 MTV 581 566 

Teen Mom 

Teen Mom (N) 

MTV Live 

Sex, News-Roll 

Jersey Shore 

Teen Mom 

101 MM 570 580 

The Vampire Diaries 

The American Mall (2008, Musical Comedy) Nina Dobrev. 

Year of Teen Power 

disBAND 

0 

102CPAC 512 396 

(6:30) Primetime Politics 


TeteaTete 

Podium 

Prime.-Politics 

Primetime Politics 

-Q 

103 VIVA 526 507 

The Closer (Part 2 of 2) 

Cold Case 

Psychic Inv. 

Ghostly Enc. 

Judging Amy 

Missing 

(0 

y 

106 RDI 126 730 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

RDI economie 

Le National 

Le Telejournal (SC) 

24 Heures en 60 minutes 

Le Telejournal 


161 SUPER 

Forever Strong ** (2008, Drama) Neal McDonough. 

College * (2008, Comedy) Drake Bell. | (10:45) P2 ★ (2007) 


crjtics’corner— 


Gordon Ramsay: Cookalong 
Live 

Known as much for his temper 
as his culinary skills, the famed 
chef shows a friendlier side in 
this one-hour special, as he 
provides instructions for cook¬ 
ing a three-course meal. On 
the menu: angel hair pasta with 
shrimp, chili peppers and toma¬ 
toes; steak Diane with sauteed 
potatoes and peas; and a quick 
tiramisu for dessert. 10 PM on 
CITY KAYU 



The Good Wife 

A judge known for handing 
down questionable sentences 
overturns a simple plea deal 
arranged by Alicia, causing her 
to question his motives. Will is 
delighted when Diane receives 
an offer she can’t refuse in the 
new episode “Lifeguard.” 8 PM 
on CITV; 11 PM on KREM 

NCIS 

When the enlisted son of a 
retired colonel-turned-preacher 
is found dead, the team thinks 
he may be the victim of a hate 
crime. At home, Gibbs tries to 
get to the reason behind his 
father’s recent change in behav¬ 
ior while the latter is visiting in 
the new episode “Faith.” 9 PM 
on KREM CITV 
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Sags win out over scalpels 

Dame Judi Dench feels “too old” for cosmetic surgery. The 75-year-old actress admits she hates getting older but worries she 
has left it too late to alter her appearance, femalefirst.co.uk reports, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 


Lindsay in 
the Twitter 


Jude and Sienna shack up 



THINK BEFORE YOU TWEET 

Lindsay Lohan’s habitual 
Twittering may have 
brought an early end to her 
trip to India for aid work 
and a BBC documentary. 
“Over 40 children saved so 
far within one day’s work. 
This is what life is about,” 
Lohan posted to her profile, 
referring to a raid in New 
Delhi that that saved 
children being held captive 
in workshops. “She did not 
say she was present at the 
raid, this is a misinterpreta¬ 
tion,” a rep for the BBC tells 
the Daily Telegraph. “She 
was merely referring to a 
raid that 
happened 
connected 
to child 
traffick¬ 
ing.” 

METRO 


Chace’s woes 



The on-and-off couple 
grew close again recently 
when they both starred in 
separate Broadway shows 
in New York at the same 
time, Jude appearing in 
Hamlet and Sienna in Miss 
Julie. 

The pair were recently 
spotted leaving Law’s 
New York apartment to¬ 
gether, sparking ru¬ 
mours of a reconcilia¬ 
tion. 

They first met on the 
set of Alfie in 2004. 

The source added, “Jude 
was reluctant at first for 
anything to happen. But 
Sienna convinced 
him that she 
was still in 
love with 
him.” 


HERE WE GO AGAIN Jude Law, 
36, and Sienna Miller, 27, 
are moving in together, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk reports. 

The pair — who have 
rekindled their romance 
after splitting up in 2006 
when the actor had an af¬ 
fair with his children’s 
nanny — are so “in love” 
they are now look¬ 
ing to buy a new 
London pad ear¬ 
ly next year so 
they can be to¬ 
gether all the 
time. 

A source 
told 

Britain’s 
The Sun 
newspaper, 

“Last week 
they put 
the 

wheels 


motion to live together 
again. They have told staff 
that they are in love and 
will be moving back to Lon¬ 
don in the spring and they 
will be living to¬ 
gether as a 
couple 
once 
again.” 


Taylor Swift gives big bucks 


poor pretty boy Chace 
Crawford hated being a 
model, femalefirst.co.uk 
reports. The Gossip Girl ac¬ 
tor says he didn’t enjoy his 
time in the modelling 
world but knows his good 
looks have helped him in 
his career. 

He said, “I did some cat¬ 
alogue work in Dallas, just 
to make some extra mon¬ 
ey. I hate modelling. 

“But I’m not ignorant to 
the fact that part of the 
reason why Gossip Girl is 
poplar and part of the rea¬ 
son why people want to 
see it is to be like, ‘Oh, 



Leona’s little 
green men 


CONCERNED FOR THE EARTH 

and beyond Pop singer 
Leona Lewis is a firm 
believer in life on other 
planets. “The universe is 
too big for us to be the on¬ 
ly life forms,” Lewis tells 
the Sun. “We’ve done so 
much damage I worry the 




BIRTHDAY BONUS SCHOOLS 

Taylor Swift is no 
longer a teen. The 
country super- 
star marked 
turning 20 with 
a Christmas- 
themed birth¬ 
day party for 
friends, her 
band and her 
tour crew at 
her family’s 
home in 
Hender¬ 


sonville, Tenn, people.com 
reports. 

“It’s more like an 
end-of-year Christ¬ 
mas party that 
happens to be on 
my birthday,” 
says Swift, who 
spent the night 
before at home, 
baking butter 
cookies and gin¬ 
gerbread cookies 
with cream- 
cheese icing for 
her guests. 

The biggest gift 
came from Swift 
herself. The 
singer has do¬ 
nated $250,000 


US to schools around the 
country that she’s either 
attended or worked with. 

The money will pay 
teachers’ salaries as well as 
buy books and fund vari¬ 
ous educational programs. 

“Something I wanted to 
do at the end of this amaz¬ 
ing year and especially on 
my birthday was give back 
to something I really be¬ 
lieve in, which is educa¬ 
tion,” says Swift. 

“The schools that I went 
to and the amazing people 
I got to learn from really 
turned me into who I am, 
and I wanted to give back.” 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


Brand browsing for diamonds? 



HE KISSED A GIRL Russell 
Brand has been shopping 
for a diamond ring — 
sparking rumours 
he is going to pro¬ 
pose to girlfriend 
Katy Perry, peo¬ 
ple.com reports. 

The British 
comic star was 
photographed 
looking at bands 
at exclusive Lon¬ 
don jewellers 
Cartier on 
Friday with 
one specif¬ 
ic sparkler 
catching 
his eye. 

A source 
said, “His 
face lit up 
when he saw 
this one par¬ 


ticular diamond ring. 

He put it on his ring fin¬ 
ger and gazed at it 
for ages.” 

Russell, 34, 
has been dat¬ 
ing Katy, 25, 
since Sep- 


it looks as though he is 
ready to turn his back on 
his womanizing ways for 
good and settle down with 
the I Kissed a Girl singer. 

Last week, Brand admit¬ 
ted he is a changed man 
since meeting the pop 
beauty. 

Brand — who is 
a former heroin 
addict and alco¬ 
holic — said, 
“She’s The 
One.’ 

“I’m 


gentleman 


now. She s 


amazing 


Michelle has 
her secrets 

SHE DOESN’T KISS AND TELL 

Michelle Rodriguez is tired 
of having to respond to 
questions about her sexu¬ 
ality. “If I wanted to tell 
people what I do ... I’d 
have made a sex video a 
long time ago,” the Avatar 
star says, who has been ru¬ 
moured to be lesbian or bi¬ 
sexual according to Show¬ 
biz Spy. “Largely, people 
don’t know the whole sto¬ 
ry about anything. But still 
they need to put a name 
on it so they can label it 
and put it on the side and 
not dedicate any time to 



Richie goes dark 


brunette is best On Satur¬ 
day, Nicole Richie debuted a 
darker do, usmagazine.com 
reports. 

“I hadn’t done it in about 
two years,” the mother-of- 
two, 28, told 



usmagazine.com. “So I was 
just ready 
and sick of 
being 
blonde.” 

METRO 
NEWS 





Celebrity tweets 


id does 
idays 
e. 

olj Do 


LL Cool J is not a fan of rock¬ 
ing, Demi Moore can't stand 
the rain, Yoko Ono wants 
you to start small and Neil 
Diamond does 
the holidays 
big-time. 

• 0 llcoolj C 
not confuse mo¬ 
tion and progress. A rocking 
horse keeps moving but 
does not make any progress. 

• Qmrskutcher Trying to hol¬ 
iday shop in the pouring 
rain....bah humbug! 

• Qyokoono Give up meat 
one day and then two days 
maybe. It's a very, very intel¬ 
ligent idea. 

• ONeilDiamond Sang for 
the President and Mrs. Oba¬ 
ma last night. Terrific. 

Wished them a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 
Chanukah. 

METRO 
WORLD NEWS 


Brown hits back 


RETAIL RETALIATION After 
hearing reports from his 
Twitter followers that re¬ 
tail managers around the 
country had been refusing 
to stock his new album, 
Chris Brown shot back, 
posting that 
“the indus¬ 
try can kiss 
my ass.” 

METRO 


Garth is a such a romantic 


I’m lovin’ it? As far as an¬ 
niversaries go, Garth 
Brooks and Trisha Year- 
wood must have to be 
“lovin’ it,” people.com 
reports. 

Brooks, who 
came out of re¬ 
tirement and of¬ 
ficially began his 
five-year run of 
shows at 
Wynn 
Vegas 


Saturday, had a fancy din¬ 
ner planned to celebrate 
his fouth anniversary with 
Yearwood, but suddenly 
that meal became McDon¬ 
ald’s French fries. 
“That was our 
anniversary 
dinner,” he 
re¬ 
porters. 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 



Jessica has ’fallen for Billy’ 



ODDEST COUPLE EVER 

Though she’s said to be 
taking it slow, Jessica 
Simpson is totally smitten 
with Smashing Pumpkins 
front-man Billy 
Corgan, 
sources close 
to the pop 
star say. “She 
has com¬ 
pletely fallen 
for Billy and 
his 


easygoing, smart attitude. 
She says she wants to take 
things a lot further,” 
sources say, according to 
Hollyscoop. “She had se¬ 
cretly been crushing on 
him for months 
and felt there 
was a connec¬ 
tion.” 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 
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„ Today 

Mostly cloudy 

3-16 c / -30 c 


Wednesday Thursday 

' v.Partly cloudy . Y ' v.Partly cloudy 

4 j|i r M. 7 c/. 10 c -16 c 


Michele McDougall, Weather Specialist & Host - Breakfast Television 

"My favourite part is reporting the weather. It fascinates me, and as we know around 
here, it’s always changing, keeping forecasters on their toes” WEEKDAYS AT 6 A.M. 



BREAKFAST 
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Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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ACROSS 


1 Initial stake 
5 Resort 

8 Obama’s prede¬ 
cessor 

12 — -garou 
(werewolf) 

13 Sept, preceder 

14 “Do — others 

15 Choir member 

16 Pop-up’s oppo¬ 
site 

18 More healthy 

20 Urban distur¬ 
bances 

21 “Of course” 

22 21-Across, at 
the altar 

23 Bard’s 
creations 
26 Cad 

30 Resistance 
measure 

31 Pistol 

32 Actress Gard¬ 
ner 

33 

Sledgehammer, 

e-g. 

36 Red Sea nation 
38 Lubricate 


39 Swindle 

40 Disco-style 
43 Creator of a 
company 

47 Flatfish 

49 Modem coin 

50 Cany on 

51 Greek H 

52 “— Karenina” 

53 Harem rooms 

54 Nev. neighbor 

55 “Monopoly” 
card 


DOWN 


1 “Woe is me!” 

2 — contendere 

3 Ballerina’s frill 

4 Namesake of a 
sort 

5 Wise ones 

6 Kitten’s call 

7 Past 

8 Toe woe 

9 Loosen 

10 Cancel a dele 

11 — d’oeuvres 
17 Asian 
language 

19 — Moines 

22 Charged bit 

23 Burst 


24 Cry of discov¬ 
ery 

25 Ostrich’s 
cousin 

26 Botanical 
prickle 

27 Hoover, for 
one 

28 First lady 

29 Sprinted 

31 Come togeth¬ 
er 

34 Reason for a 
lack of glory? 

35 “My Heart 
Will Go On” 
singer 

36 Second person 

37 Group of nine 

39 Reef material 

40 Frizzy 
hairstyle 

41 Pleased 

42 Chaplin wid¬ 
ow 

43 Cmmbly 
cheese 

44 Sand 
formation 

45 Sea eagle 

46 Street 

48 Calendar abbr. 
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On the web 


For more games and 60 additional daily 
cartoon strips, visit metronews.ca 



Seafood and 
Bacon Paella 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 tbsp (25 ml) olive oil 
1 large onion, chopped 

1 green pepper, chopped 

2 large garlic cloves, 
chopped 

7 oz (200 g) bacon, 
chopped 

1 large tomato, chopped 
11/3 cups (325 ml) paella 
rice 

1/2 tsp (2 ml) saffron 
threads, cmshed 
5 cups (1.25 1) hot chicken 
stock 

14 oz (400 g) frozen 
cooked seafood mix 

METHOD: 

1. Heat oil in large, 
nonstick frying pan. Add 
onion, pepper, garlic and 
bacon pieces, and cook 


over gentle heat 5 
minutes. Add tomato and 
cook 2 minutes. 

2. Add rice and stir to coat 
in oil. Add saffron threads 
and heat for a few 
seconds, then pour in hot 
stock. Bring to boil, then 
stir lightly and simmer 5 
minutes. 

3. Mix in frozen seafood, 
return to gentle simmer 
and cook until rice is ten¬ 
der and liquid absorbed, 
stirring occasionally. 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 

D|^pj 


Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saiiybrompton.com 


For Sally's expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES /TN 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 

Ignore your critics and do what 
you think is best It might be an 
idea in future to keep your plans 
to yourself so others don’t get the 
chance to poke their noses in. 

LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

There is no point blaming oth¬ 
er people if something does not 
go right for you. Look at your 
own performance first and re¬ 
sist the urge to pass the buck. 


TAURUS /T\ 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 V2/ 

The Sun in Sagittarius at this 
time of year tends to make you 
anxious but if you think about 
it you will realize you’ve got 
precious little to worry about. 

SCORPIO /TV 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Don’t waste money on things 
you don’t really need. Some¬ 
thing may be bright and shiny 
and catch your fancy today but 
what good would it do you? 


GEMINI /£\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vit/ 

You may think you know all 
there is to know about someone 
you love but they will do some¬ 
thing today that makes you real¬ 
ize you don’t know it all. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Your energy levels may be high 
but you seem unable to decide 
what you should be doing with 
it all. But who says you have to 
do anything? 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

The Sun may be transiting the 
work area of your chart at the 
moment but you don’t have to 
do everything yourself. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \J%/ 

You may be rather fearful at 
the moment but it won’t be 
long before you are feeling bet¬ 
ter. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

You won’t lack for confidence 
today but what about common 
sense? If you take foolish risks 
no amount of confidence will 
save you. 

AQUARIUS /C\ 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

Sometimes it pays to be blunt 
and this may be one of those 
times. Others won’t mind your 
forthright language so long as 
they understand it. 


VIRGO /C\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

Minor disagreements could 
easily get out of hand today, so 
promise yourself now that no 
matter what anyone says to 
you you won’t rise to the bait. 

PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Keep a cool head today because 
something is going to happen 
that has others running around 
like it’s the end of the world. 


This day in history 

1939: Gone with the Wind received its premiere at Loew’s Grand 
Theater in Atlanta, Ga., USA. 

1978: President Jimmy Carter announces that the United States 
will recognize the People’s Republic of China and cut off all rela¬ 
tions with Taiwan. 

1997: The Treaty of Bangkok is signed allowing the transformation 
of Southeast Asia into a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone. 

2001: The Leaning Tower of Pisa reopens after 11 years and 
$27,000,000 US to fortify it, without fixing its famous lean. 

2005: Argentina’s president Nestor Kirchner announces the early 
repayment of its external debt to the IMF. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


TAKE A BREAK 
FROM WORK 

Visit metronews.ca to watch 
metr^tubeoftheday 



ADVENTURE! 

Teach English Overseas 

TESOL Certified in 5-Days 
In-Class or Online NO DEGREE REQUIRED! 

1-888-270-2941 


FREE Info Seminar every Tuesday 
Job Guaranteed 

10037B-82 Ave. 
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AIR CANADA 




VACATIONS 

Save up to 



On select Caribbean 


St. Martin /St. Maarten 

Punta Cana via Calgary 

Nassau, Bahamas via Toronto 

Sonesta Great Bay 

Beach Resort • 4^ 

Breakfast • Mountain view rm. $qqq 
J an. 9,16 & 23 • 1 wk. 007 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $239 

Majestic Colonial 

Punta Cana • 4 1/2 ★ 

All-Inclusive • Junior suite 
standard with Jacuzzi 

Jan. 5,12,19 & 26 • 1 wk. 1 007 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $303 

Comfort Suites 

Paradise Island • 3 ★ 

Continental breakfast 

Supersaver rm. ^ » aa 

Feb. 3 • 5 nts. $ 14Z9 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $102 

Hotel Beach Plaza • 3 1/2 ★ 

Breakfast 

Luxe island view rm. 

Jan. 9,16 & 23 • 1 wk. 1 U CTJ 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $239 

Majestic Elegance 

Punta Cana • 5^ 

All-Inclusive • Junior suite 

Jan. 5,12,19 & 26 • 1 wk. 1/07 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $303 

Barbados via Toronto 

Bougainvillea Beach Resort • 4^ 

Deluxe studio 

Feb. 2, 3, 9,10 & 16 • 1 wk. 1 f 7 7 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $87 

Punta Cana via Calgary 

Bavaro Princess All Suite Resort, 

Spa & Casino • 4 1/2 ★ 

All-Inclusive • Suite 

Jan. 19 & 26 • 1 wk. UID9 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $303 

Iberostar Grand Hotel 

Bavaro • 5^ 

All-Inclusive • Junior suite $0000 
Jan. 5,12,19 & 26 • 1 wk. LLJ7 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $303 

Almond Casuarina 

Beach Resort • 4^ 

All-Inclusive 

One-bedroom suite SOHQQ 

garden view LUO/ 

Jdn. 12, 19, 20, 26 & 27 • 1 wk. +Taxes&other fees 

(including service charges): $87 

London 

npAI Royal National HPAI 

UCMLto Hotel London • 3^ UCMLon 

EUROPE Breakfast • Standard rm. %fLQ~7 CRUISES 

Jan. 20 & 27 • 3 nts. 0:7 I 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $479 

Celebrity Cruises' 

Celebrity Summit™ 

Southern Caribbean cruise 

Flights to San Juan via Toronto 

Oceanview stateroom, cat. 7 

Jan. 2*1 wk. $ 1ZZ9 

+Taxes & other fees 
(including service charges): $267 



EXCELLENCE GROUP 


Punta Cana via Calgary 
Excellence Punta Cana • 5-* 

All-Inclusive 

Junior suite garden view 
Jan. 5 & 12 • 1 wk. 


LUXURY RESORTS 

Cancun/Riviera Maya 

Excellence Playa Mujeres • 5^ 

All-Inclusive $0/1/10 

Junior suite spa or pool view 

Feb. 25 • 1 wk. +Taxes & other fees 

(including service charges): $280 


CONNECT FREE 2 • Calgary • Lethbridge • Nanaimo • Regina • Saskatoon p|y jp style “ Upgrade tO Executive ClaSS® Service 

*^r G,oup aircanadavacations.com 

Call 1 866 529-2079 or your travel agent 

Departure taxes are extra and must be paid locally: Costa Rica, 26 USD cash; Cuba, 25 CUC cash. Prices in this ad are in Canadian dollars and are valid for bookings made between Dec. 15 &19/09, inclusive, unless otherwise stated. Prices are per person based on double occupancy, unless otherwise stated, from Edmonton International 
Airport. Air & Hotel packages to the Caribbean, Cuba, Costa Rica and Mexico include return flight, the hotel as described and transfers at destination. Air & Cruise vacations include return flight and the cruise as described. Vacations to Europe and the USA include return flight and hotel as described. New bookings only. Subject to 
availability. Not applicable to group bookings. Sale prices reflect applicable reductions, are subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Flights operated by Air Canada. For applicable terms and conditions, consult the Air Canada Vacations brochures or www.aircanadavacations.com. 
tAeroplan Miles are not actual miles, but points towards rewards including travel rewards. Unless otherwise indicated, Aeroplan Miles indicated are based on roundtrip Economy class per passenger from Edmonton to London, are awarded on flight-inclusive travel only, and are per Aeroplan member. For the amount of Aeroplan Miles 
that can be earned when flying to other destinations, visit www.aircanadavacations.com. For terms and conditions of the Aeroplan program, consult www.aeroplan.com. ■ 'Celebrity Cruises ships' registry: The Bahamas and Ecuador. Available in conjunction with flight-inclusive packages. Non-stop flights via Edmonton. Excluding 
USA & Europe destinations. ■ ®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan Canada Inc. ®Air Canada Vacations is a registered trademark of Air Canada, used under license by Touram Limited Partnership. Visit www.aircanadavacations.com for up-to-date information. 


facebook 


Earn up to 8,400 
Aeroplan® Miles per member* 









TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


OMG! 

A BlackBerry for $0. 



And an unlimited social networking plan to go with it. 



BlackBerry® Curve™ 8330 
SO 1 I $429.99 

3 year term | No term 

SAVE $429.99 



BlackBerry® Pearl™ Flip 8230 
SO 1 I $409.99 

3 year term | No term 

SAVE $409.99 


telusmobility.com 


BlackBerry® Social Plan 2 

$4 0/month 3 


Up to 100 + 50 BONUS local anytime minutes 4 
Unlimited local night and weekend calling (9pm) 
Choose to double your minutes 4 or add unlimited 
nationwide talk & text 5 to your 5 favourite numbers 6 
Unlimited Facebook®, MySpace®, IM 7 and text 5 
No system access fee or carrier 911 fee 



^Ttelus 

the future is friendly® 


EDMONTON 

Bonnie Doon Mall 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Northgate Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Centre 
TELUS Plaza North 
West Edmonton Mall 

Downtown 

9915 108A Ave. NW 
11315 104th Ave. 

WEST END 

5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 
14903 118th Ave. 

10429 178th St. 

NORTH 

9624 165th Ave. 

12714 137th Ave. 

13034 50th St. 

SOUTH 

5912 104th St. 

10309 34th Ave. 

5926 99th St. 

8708 51st Ave. 

4515 Gateway Blvd. 

Fort Saskatchewan 

9542 86th Ave. 

9914 103rd St. 

Leduc 

112-5906 50th St. 

5205 50th Ave. 

Sherwood Park 

Sherwood Park Mall 

162-26 Strathmoor Dr. 
(Road King) 

Spruce Grove 

Westland Market Mall 
30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 

St. Albert 

St. Albert Centre 
30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 

20 Muir Dr. 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 


Walmart sjc. 


Visions 


(1) Offers available until December 31,2009, unless otherwise stated for new activations or renewals on a 3 year term with a Smartphone voice and data rate plan of $50 or greater, or on a BlackBerry Social or BlackBerry Email & IM rate plan. Phone availability and prices may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. TELUS reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with 
this offer at any time without advance notice. (2) Does not include: access to the Internet, including without limitation through the TELUS WAP gateway the ability to send or receive email; and access to any other social networking service or instant messaging service (including, without limitation, to any web-based version of the included social networking services or instant messaging 
services). This package cannot be combined with any other data plan and is only available for BlackBerry smartphones. (3) Taxes, long distance, additional airtime, roaming and pay-per-use charges are extra per member. Plus, applicable municipal tax for 911 in Quebec (400). (4) BONUS minute offer is available on a 1,2 or 3 year service agreement until December 31,2009. BONUS minutes 
are not doubled when the client chooses double anytime minutes feature. (5) Premium messages are not included. An additional 100 charge will apply for each text message or attachment sent outside of Canada and the U.S. Text messages sent or received while roaming internationally will be charged at 600 per message. (6) Your five numbers must be Canadian domestic numbers and 
must not include your own TELUS mobile phone number, your voice mail retrieval number, toll-free or 900 numbers. Nationwide talk & text refers to local and Canadian long distance calls made to or received from your mobile phone and are subject to additional roaming and/or international charges. Text messages can only be sent and received from other mobile phones and are subject 
to roaming and international charges. Selected picture and video messaging capable phones are required. You may change the five numbers once per billing cycle by visiting telusmobility.com. (7) Unlimited instant messaging available on BlackBerry Messenger and Windows Live Messenger only. Data used while roaming in the U.S. is charged at $3/MB. Data used while roaming outside 
Canada and the U.S. is charged at $25/MB. Any usage incurred through a laptop/computer will be charged at $8/MB. Additional voice roaming charges may apply outside Canada. Video telephony calls are charged at 350 per minute, available on select devices. Additional fees may apply for servicing operations, such as phone swaps or reprogramming on existing accounts. Directory 
Assistance 411 charge: $2. Bates and offers are effective until December 31,2009, and are subject to change without notice. Visit telusmobility.com to confirm our latest offers. TELUS, the TELUS logo, telusmobility.com and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. BlackBerry, RIM®, Research In Motion® and related trademarks, names and logos 
are the Drooertv of Research In Motion Limited and are reaistered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Facebook is a reoistered trademark of Facebook. Inc. MvSoace is a trademark of News Corooration. © 2009 TELUS. 





















It’s kind of a big deal. 

Get great devices on Canada’s largest 3G+ network* 



HTC Hero™ 

NEW. Only from TELUS. 
Also available in black. 


LG New Chocolate™ 

NEW. Only from TELUS. 


BlackBerry® Bold™ 9700 Sierra Wireless 306 
new Mobile Internet Key 

NEW 


$49.99 n 

$499.99 

$99.99" 

$499.99 

$199.99" 

$649.99 

$0" 

$249.99 

3 year term 

No term 

3 year term 

No term 

3 year term 

No term 

3 year term 

No term 


SAVE $450 


SAVE $400 


SAVE $450 


SAVE $249.99 


Offers available until December 31, 2009, unless otherwise stated. Phone availability and prices may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. TELUS reserves 
the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without advance notice. tFor HSPA/HSPA+ geographic coverage and population covered as of December 2009. 
ttOffer available to new activations or renewals on a 3 year term with a smartphone voice and data rate plan of $50 or greater or on a BlackBerry Social or BlackBerry Email & IM 
rate plan. Begular price of the HTC Hero on a 3 year term is $99.99. Begular price of a BlackBerry Bold on a 3 year term is $249.99. ftOffer available to new activations on a 
2 or 3 year service agreement. TELUS, the TELUS logo and the future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion® 
and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. 
Sierra Wireless, the Sierra Wireless logo. Watcher, and the red wave design are trademarks of Sierra Wireless. Heart of the Wireless Machine and AirCard are registered trademarks 
of Sierra Wireless. Twitter is a trademark of Twitter, Inc. in the United States and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2009 TELUS. 


^ttelus 

the future is friendly* 
































